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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 

-Matthew 28:19-20 

Pastor’s Note  
Last Monday I had the pleasure of “spelunking” in our parish archives room, looking for interesting artifacts to display for the 

100th anniversary of the dedication of our church building. 

Unfortunately, our archives have not been reviewed or organized since Joe St. Hilaire wrote his parish history almost 40 years 

ago, so the artifacts I was able to find were haphazard, and there will definitely be some gaps in our historical records come 

October 10th. Nonetheless, the two hours or so I was able to give to this project were quite enjoyable, not least because I was 

joined by Kelsey Harrington, fellow Millennial, career-long employee of Catholic institutions, and current director of the Agape 

migrant ministry program who has her office in our building right next to the archive room. 

Among the many things that we found were: 

• A fundraising letter from 1934, signed by Msgr. Stafford, encouraging parishioners to contribute to paying down a 

very large parish debt. ($50,000, which is about $1 million in 2021 dollars.) They were raffling off a new Oldsmobile, 

donated by a local car dealership! 

• Another fundraising letter from 1945, with a zinger of a closing line, something to the effect of “You make significant 

sacrifices for your government. Will you not also make sacrifices for your church?” 

• The constitutions of the Assumption Altar Society (circa the 1950s). 

• A report from the late 1970s or early 1980s, showing that a full 25% of the school’s annual revenue came from 

“Bingo” (with 40% coming from parish subsidy and 35% from tuition). 

• A visioning document from the mid-80s, with such visioning questions as “What if we were able to pay our parish 

employees a competitive wage?” and “What if our youth group was so engaging that it attracted youth from 

neighboring churches?” 

As Kelsey described the experience, “Hilarious, and equal parts comforting and frustrating.” Both of us have been around the 

Church long enough to recognize that these struggles of the past continue to be the struggles of the present. Apparently, 

humanity and the Church are amazingly consistent. Not a lot has changed in 100 years. 

Except maybe Bingo. There used to be a lot more Bingo. 

May God bless our parish community today as he so generously blessed us in the past, 

 

P.S. Some of the things we found will be on display after the weekend Masses on October 9th and 10th, and the archbishop will 

be here celebrating at the 8:00 am and 10:00 am Masses in honor of the anniversary of the dedication of our church.  



Archdiocese News 

Bring Christmas to a Seafarer 
Help us provide over 1,000 ditty bags filled with spiritual and personal necessities to merchant seafarers during the upcoming 

holiday season. Learn more 

Catholic Community Services 2020 Annual Report 
With over 170 programs across Western Washington, our local Catholic Charities responded to “a year like no other.” 

Graphic to share | Support copy 

Healthy Planet Healthy People petition 
The Archdioceses of Seattle has signed a Healthy Planet Healthy People petition. Click on the links for more information. 

Northwest Catholic || News Release || Petition Link 

Parish News 

No Mass on October 6th 
Archbishop Etienne has asked the priests of the Archdiocese to join him for Mass and a day of recollection on October 6th. As 

such, the 7:15 a.m. Mass is canceled. Instead, exposition will begin at 7:15 a.m. and will continue as usual. 

Faith Formation Registration Deadlines—Sunday, Oct. 3 

RCIA for Children: any new children to the process must be in class and registered by 10:30 a.m. this Sunday (Stafford Room). 

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion: any children wanting to prepare for these sacraments must be registered for 

Whole Family Catechesis (WFC) and in that class this Sunday at 11:15 (Assumption School). There are additional registration 

forms for the sacraments. Registration for WFC only will continue throughout the year. 

Rosary Before Mass 
We are resuming our monthly pre-Mass Rosary, every 1st Saturday of the month at 4:10 p.m. All are welcome to join this 

Saturday, October 2, at 4:10 P.M. in the church. 

Prayer Service for the Feast of St. Francis 
Tuesday, October 5, following the 5:30 p.m. weekday Mass  

The Season of Creation ends with the Feast of St. Francis. Assumption Creation Care Ministry invites you to evening prayer for 

the Feast of St. Francis. 

Celebration for 100th Anniversary of the Church building 
The beautiful building that is Assumption Catholic Church was dedicated on October 12, 1921.  It has gone through many 

changes over the years, and has been the site of our shared sacramental life with weddings and funerals, First Holy 

Communions and Confirmations, Baptisms, and the daily and weekly celebration of the Holy Mass.  Let us give thanks to our 

Loving God for all of the sacred events of so many lives that have taken place in the Church of the Assumption over these 100 

years! As part of this giving thanks, this year we will celebrate our historic structure with special masses celebrated by 

Archbishop Etienne on Sunday, October 10 at the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Masses.  They Gym will be open after all the weekend 

Masses with displays from that long history.  In addition, Parish Life and Socials has created a bookmark-memento that will be 

handed out after all of the masses next weekend. 

 

https://seattlearchdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=b242e32579&e=87356603f0
https://seattlearchdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=e9e1ff6ea6&e=87356603f0
https://seattlearchdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=f37433206b&e=87356603f0
https://nwcatholic.org/news/northwest-catholic/archdiocese-of-seattle-signs-healthy-planet-healthy-people-petition
https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Healthy-Planet-Petition.pdf
https://thecatholicpetition.org/


School News 

Blessing of the Animals / Holy Hoops 
The Blessing of the Animals will be celebrated on Tuesday, October 5th in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. Join students, parents, 

and their pets at 8:00 am in the school parking lot to be a part of this wonderful event! Holy Hoops is coming the week of 

October 18th to October 22nd. This is our annual 4-on-4 basketball tournament for students of Assumption and alumni 

coaches. If you are a graduate of Assumption and would like to coach, please contact the office. Holy Hoops is also looking for 

donors to underwrite the cost of the event. Your support is welcome! If you’d like to sponsor part of the event, please email 

theoffice@school.assumption.org or call the school at 360-733-6133. 

Wider News 

Life Chain is back! 
Life Chain, sponsored by Lynden Human Life, will be held on Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, from 2-3pm. 

Check-in stations are:  Along the Guide, between Stuart Rd. and Bakerview (West side). Stand with thousands of pro-lifers 

throughout the USA and Canada.  You'll be a light in a darkened world as you help put an end to abortion through prayer! 

Bring your whole family! Water, lawn chairs, umbrellas & strollers are welcome and encouraged! Rain or Shine! 

Prepares 
We are looking for a volunteer who would like to be a co-coordinator for the Whatcom County PREPARES Group. PREPARES is 

a ministry overseen by Catholic Community Services which, according to the official website: “[…] will ‘walk the journey’ with 

pregnant and parenting women, men, and families, who find themselves lacking a healthy support network. Families will be 

able to access mentors and holistic wrap-around services from the time of awareness of pregnancy to the child’s fifth 

birthday.” 

The two Whatcom County Co-Coordinators will work with the four parishes in Whatcom County. Coordinator duties included: 

1.)  Talking with and building a relationship with PREPARES families. 

2.)  Organizing Volunteers to assemble items for families in Prepares Bags.  

3.)  Arranging delivery of needed diapers, clothing, and special need items.  

4.)  Ordering and delivery of coats once a year. 

5.)  Arranging Christmas donations of presents or gift cards to be given to our families. 

6.)  Fund raising & sending thank you cards. 

7.)  Placing notices in Church Bulletins. 

8.)  Finding volunteers and helping to train new volunteers. 

9.)  Working with Catholic Community Services in Seattle.  

If interested please contact Kathy Kelso, Whatcom County Coordinator 360-671-1722, or kkelso6716@comcast.net 

  

mailto:theoffice@school.assumption.org
https://ccsww.org/get-help/child-youth-family-services/prepares/
mailto:kkelso6716@comcast.net


Upcoming 

Events 
• Saturday, Oct 2 

o 4:10 pm – Rosary Prayer, Church 

• Sunday, Oct 3 

o 9:00 am – Coffee Hour, by the Gym 

o 11:00 am – Coffee Hour, by the Gym 

• Tuesday, Oct 5 

o 8:00 am – Blessing of the Animals 

o 10:30 am – Funeral, Michael Harp 

o 6:30 pm – Teaching Tuesday, LMC 

o 6:30 pm – Evening Prayer for St. Francis 

• Wednesday, Oct 6 

o No 7:15 am Mass today 

• Sunday, Oct 10 - 100th Anniversary!!! 

o 8:00 am – Mass with Archbishop 

o 9:00 am – Coffee Hour 

o 10:00 am – Mass with Archbishop 

o 11:00 am – Coffee Hour 

Intentions 
• Saturday, Oct. 2 

o 5:00 pm, Helen Kokoszka, RIP 

• Sunday, Oct. 3 

o 8:00 am, Pro Populo 

o 10:00 am, Corrine Brady, RIP 

o 12:30 pm, Gaspar Miguel Gervacio, RIP 

• Tuesday, Oct. 5 

o 5:30 pm, Rafael Mendoza, SI 

• Thursday, Oct. 7 

o 7:15 am, Miguel Silva, RIP 

• Friday, Oct. 8 

o 8:15 am, Eladio & Dioscelina Tapia, RIP



INTERFAITH COALITION WINTER COAT DRIVE 

To donate a winter coat please use one of the following sites.  We are NOT collecting coats at Assumption  
  

Drop off locations and dates  
  

Drop off location  Drop off date  Drop off 
times  

Number to call if you  
have questions  

United Church of 
Ferndale  
2034 
Washington St Ferndale, 
WA  

During the month of October with the deadline at 
4pm on October 13  

Mon – 
Wed:   
1pm – 
4pm  
  
Tue –  
Thur:    
9am–
Noon  

360-384-3302  

Brandon 
Nelson Partners Realtors “
Fill the Truck” 
909 Squalicum Way, Suite 
107, Bellingham, WA  

Saturday, October 16   10am – 
2pm  

360-319-0696  

First Christian Church   
495 E. Bakerview Rd.,   
Bellingham, WA  

During the month of October with the deadline at 
Noon on Friday, October 22  

  
Tuesday 
– 
Friday   
9am 
to Noon  
  

tamalyn@bellingham
disciples.org  

Ridwell Subscribers / USE 
YOUR RIDWELL BIN  

Mon.   
Oct. 18 to Thursday, Oct. 28  

USE 
YOUR 
RIDWEL
L BIN  

Contact Ridwell   

  
REQUIREMENTS FOR DONATING COATS  

  
Coats must be either new or in good condition  

  
Coats must be freshly laundered and clean  

  
Only Winter Coats can be accepted meaning durable raincoats, down jackets  

 
 

  



Boletín semanal 
BOLETÍN SEMANAL DE LA PARROQUIA DE LA ASUNCIÓN EN BELLINGHAM, WA 

1 DE OCTUBRE DE 2021 

Vayan, pues, y hagan discípulos de todas las naciones, bautizándolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espíritu 

Santo, enseñándoles a guardar todo lo que les he mandado; 

y ¡recuerden! Yo estoy con ustedes todos los días, hasta el fin del mundo. -Mateo 28, 19-20 

Nota del pastor 
El lunes pasado tuve el placer de “hacer espeleología” en la sala de archivos de nuestra parroquia, buscando artefactos 

interesantes para exhibir en el centenario de la dedicación del edificio de nuestra iglesia. 

Desafortunadamente, nuestros archivos no han sido revisados ni organizados desde que Joe St. Hilaire escribió la historia de 

su parroquia hace casi 40 años, por lo que los artefactos que pude encontrar fueron fortuitos, y definitivamente habrá algunos 

huecos en nuestros registros históricos el 10 de octubre. No obstante, las dos horas más o menos que pude dedicar a este 

proyecto fueron bastante agradables, sobre todo porque me acompañó Kelsey Harrington, compañera milenaria, empleada 

de instituciones católicas de toda su carrera y actual directora del programa de ministerio migrante Agape que tiene su oficina 

en nuestro edificio junto a la sala de archivos. 

Entre las muchas cosas que encontramos estaban: 

• Una carta de recaudación de fondos de 1934, firmada por Mons. Stafford, animando a los feligreses a contribuir a 

pagar una gran deuda parroquial. ($ 50,000, que es aproximadamente $ 1 millón de dólares en 2021). ¡Estaban 

rifando un nuevo Oldsmobile, donado por un concesionario de automóviles local! 

• Otra carta de recaudación de fondos de 1945, con un zinger de una línea de cierre, algo como “Haces sacrificios 

significativos por tu gobierno. ¿No harás también sacrificios por tu iglesia? " 

• Las constituciones de Sociedad del Altar en la Asunción (alrededor de la década de 1950). 

• Un informe de finales de la década de 1970’s o principios de la de 1980, que muestra que un 25% de los ingresos 

anuales de la escuela provienen del "Bingo" (el 40% proviene del subsidio parroquial y el 35% de la matrícula). 

• Un documento de visión de mediados de los 80’s, con preguntas de visión como "¿Qué pasaría si pudiéramos pagar 

a nuestros empleados parroquiales un salario competitivo?" y "¿Qué pasaría si nuestro grupo de jóvenes fuera tan 

atractivo que atrajera a jóvenes de las iglesias vecinas?" 

Como Kelsey describió la experiencia, "Graciosísimo y a partes iguales reconfortante y frustrante". Ambos hemos estado en la 

Iglesia el tiempo suficiente para reconocer que estas luchas del pasado continúan siendo las luchas del presente. 

Aparentemente, la humanidad y la Iglesia son asombrosamente consistentes. No ha cambiado mucho en 100 años. 

Excepto tal vez Bingo. Solía haber mucho más Bingo. 

Que Dios bendiga a nuestra comunidad parroquial hoy como nos bendijo tan generosamente en el pasado, 

      
PD Algunas de las cosas que encontramos estarán en exhibición después de las misas de fin de semana el 9 y 10 de octubre, y 
el arzobispo estará aquí celebrando las misas de las 8:00 am y las 10:00 am en honor al aniversario de la dedicación de nuestra 
iglesia. 



Noticias de la Arquidiócesis 

Lleve la Navidad a un marinero  
Ayúdanos a proporcionar más de 1,000 bolsas llenas de necesidades espirituales y personales a los marinos mercantes 

durante la próxima temporada navideña. Solo inglés.  Aprenda más. 

Informe anual de Servicios a la comunidad católica del 2020 
Con más de 170 programas en el oeste de Washington, nuestras organizaciones benéficas católicas locales respondieron a "un 

año como ningún otro". Solo en ingles.  Gráfico para compartir | Copia de soporte 

Petición de Planeta Saludable Gente Saludable 
La Arquidiócesis de Seattle ha firmado una petición Healthy Planet Healthy People. Haga clic en los enlaces para obtener más 

información. Católico del noroeste || Comunicado de prensa || Enlace de petición 

Noticias parroquiales 

No habrá Misa el martes 6 de octubre 

El arzobispo Etienne ha pedido a los sacerdotes de la Arquidiócesis que se unan a él para la misa y un día de retiro el 6 de 

octubre. Como tal, la misa de las 7:15 a.m. está cancelada. En cambio, la exposición comenzará a las 7:15 a.m. y continuará 

como de costumbre. 

Plazos de inscripción: domingo 3 de octubre  
RICA para niños: cualquier niño nuevo en el proceso debe estar en clase e inscrito antes de las 10:30 a.m. este domingo la 

última oportunidad de inscripción será este domingo en la habitación del Stafford a las 10:30 a.m. Primera Reconciliación y 

Primera Comunión: cualquier niño que desee prepararse para estos sacramentos debe estar inscrito en la Catequesis De toda 

la familia (WFC) y en esa clase este domingo a las 11:15 en la escuela. Hay formularios de registro adicionales para los 

sacramentos. La inscripción para WFC solo continuará durante todo el año. 

Celebración del centenario del edificio de la Iglesia  
El hermoso edificio que es la Iglesia Católica de la Asunción fue dedicado el 12 de octubre de 1921.  Ha sufrido muchos 

cambios a lo largo de los años, y ha sido el lugar de nuestra vida sacramental compartida con bodas y funerales, primeras 

Comuniones y Confirmaciones, Bautismos y la celebración diaria y semanal de la Santa Misa.  ¡Demos gracias a nuestro Dios 

Amoroso por todos los eventos sagrados de tantas vidas que han tenido lugar en la Iglesia de la Asunción durante estos 100 

años!  Como parte de esta acción de gracias, este año celebraremos nuestra estructura histórica con una misa especial 

celebrada por el arzobispo Étienne el domingo 10 de octubre en la misa de las 8am y 10 am.  El gimnasio estará abierto 

después todas las misas con exhibiciones de esa larga historia. Además, el comité de Vida parroquial y Sociales ha creado un 

marcador-recuerdo que se entregara después de todas las misas el próximo fin de semana. 

Noticias Escolares 

Bendición de los animales / Torneo anual de baloncesto 
La Bendición de los Animales se celebrará el martes 5 de octubre en honor a San Francisco de Asís. ¡Únase a los estudiantes, 

padres y sus mascotas a las 8:00 am en el estacionamiento de la escuela para ser parte de este maravilloso evento! Holy 

Hoops llegará la semana del 18 al 22 de octubre. Este es nuestro torneo anual de baloncesto 4 contra 4 para estudiantes de 

Asunción y entrenadores de exalumnos. Si es un graduado de Asunción y le gustaría entrenar, comuníquese con la oficina. 

Holy Hoops también está buscando donantes para cubrir el costo del evento. ¡Su apoyo es bienvenido! Si desea patrocinar 

parte del evento, envíe un correo electrónico a theoffice@school.assumption.org o llame a la escuela al 360-733-6133.  

https://seattlearchdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=b242e32579&e=87356603f0
https://seattlearchdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=e9e1ff6ea6&e=87356603f0
https://seattlearchdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=f37433206b&e=87356603f0
https://nwcatholic.org/news/northwest-catholic/archdiocese-of-seattle-signs-healthy-planet-healthy-people-petition
https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Healthy-Planet-Petition.pdf
https://thecatholicpetition.org/
mailto:theoffice@school.assumption.org


Noticias más amplias 

¡Cadena de Vida ha vuelto! 
Life Chain, patrocinado por Lynden Human Life, se llevará a cabo el domingo 3 de octubre de 2021, de 2 a 3 pm.  

Las estaciones de check-in son: Por la calle Guide, entre la calle de Stuart y Bakerview (lado oeste). Apoye a miles de 

defensores de la vida en los EE. UU. Y Canadá. ¡Serás una luz en un mundo oscurecido mientras ayudas a poner fin al aborto a 

través de la oración! ¡Trae a toda tu familia! ¡Agua, las sillas de jardín, sombrillas y los cochecitos son bienvenidos y animados! 

¡Lluvia o sol!! 

 

 

Próximamente 

Eventos 
• Domingo, 3 de Oct. 

o 9:00 am – Hora de café, by the Gym 

o 11:00 am – Hora de cafe, by the Gym 

o  

• Martes, 5 de oct. 

o 8:00 am – Bendición de los animales 

o 10:30 am – Funeral, Michael Harp 

o 6:30 pm – Teaching Tuesday, LMC 

o 6:30 pm – Evening Prayer for St. Francis 

•  

Intenciones de Misa  
• Sábado, 2 de oct.  

o 5:00 pm, Helen Kokoszka, RIP 

• Domingo, 3 de oct. 

o 8:00 am, Pro Populo 

o 10:00 am, Corrine Brady, RIP 

o 12:30 pm, Gaspar Miguel Gervacio, RIP 

• Martes, 5 de oct. 

o 5:30 pm, Rafael Mendoza, SI 

• Jueves, 7 de oct. 

o 7:15 am, Miguel Silva, RIP 

• Viernes, 8 de oct. 

o 8:15 am, Eladio y Dioscelina Tapia, RIP

 


