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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Pastor’s Note

It is time to talk clearly about the morality of vaccines and vaccine mandates.

Vaccines, like all medical technologies, are welcomed by the Church as a positive aid to the preservation of life and the
decrease of human suffering. The only moral reservations the Church has ever expressed about vaccines regard the fact that
some vaccines are produced using cells derived from fetuses killed by voluntary abortions. Specific to COVID-19, the J&J
vaccine is produced with a cell line (PER.C6) derived from a fetus aborted in 1985, and the Pfizer and Modern vaccines were
both tested using a cell line (HEK293) derived from a fetus who may have been aborted in 1972.! Because in Catholic moral
theology the ends can never justify the means, we can never say that it is okay that pharmaceutical companies continue to
use these cell lines. However, the Church has said that, because reception of these vaccines is so distant from the actual act of
abortion itself, reception does not constitute endorsement or participation in the act of abortion and so can be undertaken
without sin.2 We participate more in abortion by seeing a Marvel movie than by receiving a vaccine.?

The Common Good is the primary lens through which a Catholic participates in society. Unlike American political discourse,

which begins with the question of my rights, Catholic political discourse begins with the question of our obligations to each
other. Because vaccinations only eradicate a virus if a large enough portion of the population receives them, Pope Francis and
other bishops have begun speaking of the reception of the COVID-19 vaccine as a moral obligation?, necessary to protect
society in general and the most vulnerable specifically. Regardless of whether we do so by reception of the vaccine or through
other means, we all must consider the common good when asking what measures we will take in response to COVID-19.

Informed Consent, on the other hand, is a foundational concept in all bioethics, Catholic and secular®. No one who is able to

consent ought to be forced to undergo medical treatment against their will, regardless of their reasons.

Vaccine Mandates, then, are a difficult question because (1) the common good requires wide vaccination within vulnerable

populations and (2) individuals should not be forced to undergo treatment against their will. There must always be a balance.
For a government to require vaccines amongst health care workers, for example, is not per se immoral, because of the
vulnerable nature of those receiving health care. However, if reasonable accommodation can be made for those who object to
vaccination by, for example, having them submit to daily COVID checks, then that accommodation ought to be made.

Regarding Gov. Inslee’s mandates specifically, | have two reservations. First, he allows for health and religious exemptions (as
these are required by federal law), but he does not recognize alternate means of protecting the common good by those who
object to vaccination for reasons not specific to religion or health. For example, the Governor is requiring vaccination even by
those who are able to work at home, despite the fact that their working at home is a reasonable way to look after the
common good apart from vaccination. Second, the governor has not made a clear distinction between vulnerable and more

1 Lozier Institute chart of cell lines used; PER.C6 explanation; HEK293 explanation
2 pontifical Academy for Life Statement; CDF Statement

3 Disney is a direct donor to Planned Parenthood

4 This is not yet a binding teaching; more of a contribution to a theological debate.
5 UW Medicine’s discussion of informed consent



https://s27589.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CHART-Analysis-of-COVID-19-Vaccines-02June21.pdf
https://www.gmp-creativebiolabs.com/per-c6-cell-lines_74.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HEK_293_cells
https://immunize.org/talking-about-vaccines/vaticandocument.htm
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html
https://www.opensecrets.org/outsidespending/contrib.php?cmte=Planned+Parenthood
http://depts.washington.edu/bhdept/ethics-medicine/bioethics-topics/articles/informed-consent

robust populations. The mandate for health care workers and school employees, for example, could be justified, given the fact
that children cannot yet be vaccinated and health care workers work with the vulnerable. State agencies, however, do not
serve the same type of vulnerable populations and so the same level of governmental coercion is not necessary.

The conscience is an essential concept in Catholic moral theology. It is the aspect of ourselves that tells us what is morally
right and morally wrong. The conscience, however, must be formed, so that it judges moral situations accurately. We form our
consciences based on our influences, especially our parents, communities, and, hopefully, churches. Then, once it is formed,
the Church says that we must obey our consciences, because the conscience tells us what it moral and immoral, and we can
never do anything that we honestly think is wrong. This is why we have such a grave obligation to form our consciences well,
because a malformed conscience can tell us to do objectively sinful things, all while being convinced that what we are doing is
morally correct. One of my greatest concerns for Catholics today is that their consciences are being formed more by their
political parties and news organizations than by their reading of the Bible, the Catechism, and the saints.

Conscientious objection, then, is an important concept in Catholic moral theology, because even a malformed conscience

must be obeyed. However, the Church has never taught that conscientious objection should be without consequence. The
martyrs, the original conscientious objectors who objected to burning incense to the Roman emperors, all died for their faith.
Various theologians throughout the centuries, including those who were later vindicated in their teachings, were forced by the
Church to spend decades, if not the rest of their lives, not writing or teaching publicly. We have a right, and sometimes an
obligation, to make objections of conscience, but those who do so for holy reasons must always be ready to accept the
consequences of that objection. If they are right in their objection, they suffer with the unjustly persecuted Christ.

Our school, for example, requires MMR vaccines for all of our students, because there is no other reasonable way to prevent a
Measles outbreak at the school. While recognizing the conscientious objections of some families who will not receive this
vaccine, we also cannot enroll their students because of our obligation to protect the rest of our students. We recognize their
right of conscientious objection while simultaneously having to enforce the consequences of that objection.

Religious exemptions, which are allowed by the Governor’s mandates, now become sticky for Catholics. On the one hand, the

highest authorities in the Church have made clear that reception of the COVID-19 vaccine does not violate our faith. On the
other hand, we might object on religious grounds to a particular mandate program, particularly if it coerces more than is
necessary for the common good and does not recognize alternate ways of protecting the vulnerable.! But is objection to a
program reason enough to object to the vaccine? Sticky.

My personal take on all of this is threefold. First, it is tragic that we have reached this point. Those who would judge others

for accepting what some would consider scientific misinformation about vaccines should ask themselves whether, in other
areas, their own consciences are any better informed by the Church, as opposed to their preferred news outlet or political
party. Second, we love each other best by seeking the good in each other first. | myself do not agree with most of the
arguments | have heard against vaccination, but | need to do a better job of reminding myself that, foundationally, my
interlocutor is at least trying to do what is right and is willing to be persecuted by society to follow their conscience. Only after
that acknowledgement should we discuss whether our consciences are properly formed. Finally, we would do well as a society
and as a Church to always speak first about the Common Good, rather than our individual rights. American political thinking
has corrupted our ability to think communally with love. Those who support vaccination would be more convincing if they
kept their focus on loving the vulnerable, and those who oppose vaccination would be more accepted and understood if they
made clear the alternate ways in which they will work for the protection of society during this world-wide crisis.

In the Lord, who always guides and protects his Church,

F. Vlore

1 For those who are curious, the Archbishop has asked clergy not to sign religious exemption forms, as clergy endorsement is not
required for religious exemptions in Washington State.



Vatican News

Pope Urges Vaccination

Pope Francis, as well as leading bishops across the Western Hemisphere, have put out a video in Spanish urging Catholics to
get vaccinated against COVID-19. See the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5rwTnJFOU.

Archdiocesan News

Archbishop Etienne’s Recent Letter about COVID-19

Archbishop Etienne released a letter on Wednesday addressing the recent challenging issues regarding the pandemic. You can
read it here in English.

Parish News

Masks will be Required Indoors

Masks will be required indoors everywhere on our campus starting on Monday, August 23. We strongly encourage everyone
to start wearing a mask right away.

Adult Confirmation Prep for Baptized Catholics

Tuesdays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., School Library, beginning Sept. 7

Since all priests in the Archdiocese of Seattle were granted the faculty to confirm baptized Catholics through 2021,
Assumption is offering a second prep program for adults this year. If you are wanting to prepare for Confirmation or wanting a
little faith formation on Tuesday evenings, please contact Gina DePalma at ginad@assumption.org or (360) 733-1380, x4222.

School News

Welcoming more new hire staff members

Assumption Catholic School continues to hire new staff members in preparation for the 2021-2022 school year. Michele King
(a long-time parishioner of Assumption) will be the kindergarten and first-grade aide this year, and she will be the sacristan at
the school Masses on Friday mornings. Armando Mendoza (a Sacred Heart parishioner) will be the new part-time Spanish
teacher for grades K-3. Carolina Santos will continue to teach Spanish for grades 4-8, and art for all of K-8. School begins in just
two more weeks, and we are excited to welcome back all teachers, staff, students, and families.

Wider News

Prayer Service World Day of Prayer for Care for Creation

Wednesday, - September 1%, 6:30 — 7:30 pm

All are invited to join our parish’s online prayer service as we begin together the 2021 Season of Creation. Our prayer will be
followed by members of the Assumption Care for Creation Ministry sharing on this year’s global theme, “A Home for All?
Renewing the Oikos of God.

If you wish, have a candle available to you or some visual that represents “home” for you to use during the prayer service.
During the Season of Creation consider making a donation of time, treasure or prayer to Hope House, Catholic Relief Services,
other organization that helps make our common home a home for all Gods loved ones.

Register in advance for this meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpf-upgTM|GtGIFZCC6WGXKIDBxbEqVZty

Contact: Kathy Delbecq at rkdelbecg@comcast.net



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5rwTnJF0U
https://stbridgetchurch.flocknote.com/note/13190230
mailto:ginad@assumption.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpf-upqTMjGtGIFzCC6wGXK9DBxbEqVZty
mailto:rkdelbecq@comcast.net

Follow up on Residential Schools

This article from Catholic News Agency continues the discussion about residential schools in Canada and how the Church
might continue to respond.

Upcoming
Events Intentions
e Friday, August 27 e Saturday, August 21
o 9:00 am — Staff retreat o 5:00 pm, James Marantette, RIP
o Parish Office Closed e Sunday, August 22
e Saturday, August 28 o 8:00 am, Lizzie Robinson, Sl
o 12:30 pm - Community Meal o 10:00 am, Pro Populo

o 12:30 pm, Jose Raul Manzanares Navarro,
RIP
e Tuesday, August 24
o José Concepciodn, RIP
e Waednesday, August 25
o Dario Sotelo, RIP
e Thursday, August 26
o Esther Van Veen, RIP
e Friday, August 27
o Patti Wright, RIP


https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/248648/contrite-hearts-and-concrete-action-catholics-react-to-the-legacy-of-canadas-residential-schools

Boletin semanal

BOLETIN SEMANAL DE LA PARROQUIA DE LA ASUNCION EN BELLINGHAM, WA
20 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

Vayan, pues, y hagan discipulos de todas las naciones, bautizéndolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu
Santo, ensefidndoles a guardar todo lo que les he mandado;
y irecuerden! Yo estoy con ustedes todos los dias, hasta el fin del mundo. -Mateo 28, 19-20

Nota del pastor

Las vacunas, como todas las tecnologias médicas, son bien recibidas por la Iglesia como una ayuda positiva para la
preservacion de la vida y la disminucién del sufrimiento humano. Las Unicas reservas morales que la Iglesia ha expresado
alguna vez sobre las vacunas se refieren al hecho de que algunas vacunas se producen utilizando células derivadas de fetos
muertos por abortos voluntarios. Especifica para COVID-19, la vacuna J&J se produce con una linea celular (PER.C6) derivada
de un feto abortado en 1985, y las vacunas Pfizer y Modern se probaron usando una linea celular (HEK293) derivada de un
feto que pudo haber sido abortado en 1972. Debido a que en la teologia moral catélica los fines nunca pueden justificar los
medios, nunca podemos decir que esta bien que las compafiias farmacéuticas contintien usando estas lineas celulares. Sin
embargo, la Iglesia ha dicho que, debido a que la recepcidn de estas vacunas estd tan lejos del acto real del aborto en si, la
recepcion no constituye respaldo o participacion en el acto del aborto y, por lo tanto, puede realizarse sin pecado.
Participamos mas en el aborto al ver una pelicula de Marvel que al recibir una vacuna.

El Buen Comun es el lente principal a través del cual un catdlico participa en la sociedad. A diferencia del discurso politico
estadounidense, que comienza con la cuestidon de mis derechos, el discurso politico catélico comienza con la cuestion de
nuestras obligaciones mutuas. Debido a que las vacunas solo erradican un virus si una porcidn suficientemente grande de la
poblacidn las recibe, el Papa Francisco y otros obispos han comenzado a hablar de la recepcién de la vacuna COVID-19 como
una obligacién moral, necesaria para proteger a la sociedad en general y a los mas vulnerables especificamente.
Independientemente de si lo hacemos mediante la recepcidn de la vacuna o por otros medios, todos debemos considerar el
buen comun al preguntarnos qué medidas tomaremos en respuesta al COVID-19.

El consentimiento informado, por otro lado, es un concepto fundamental en toda bioética, catdlica y secular. Nadie que

pueda dar su consentimiento debe ser obligado a someterse a un tratamiento médico en contra de su voluntad,
independientemente de sus motivos.

Los mandatos de vacunacidn, entonces, es una cuestion dificil porque (1) el buen comun requiere una vacunacion amplia

dentro de las poblaciones vulnerables y (2) no se debe obligar a las personas a someterse a un tratamiento en contra de su
voluntad. Siempre debe haber un equilibrio. Que un gobierno exija vacunas entre los trabajadores de la salud, por ejemplo, no
es como se dice inmoral, debido a la naturaleza vulnerable de quienes reciben atencion médica. Sin embargo, si se pueden
hacer ajustes razonables para aquellos que se oponen a la vacunacion, por ejemplo, haciendo que se sometan a controles
COVID diarios, entonces esos ajustes deben realizarse.

Con respecto a los mandatos del gobernador Inslee especificamente, tengo dos reservas. Primero, permite exenciones
religiosas y de salud (ya que son requeridas por la ley federal), pero no reconoce medios alternativos para proteger el buen
comun de quienes se oponen a la vacunacién por razones que no son especificas de religion o salud. Por ejemplo, el
gobernador exige la vacunacién incluso para quienes pueden trabajar en casa, a pesar de que trabajar en casa es una forma
razonable de cuidar el buen comuin ademas de la vacunacién. En segundo lugar, el gobernador no ha hecho una distincion
clara entre poblaciones vulnerables y mds robustas. El mandato para los trabajadores de la salud y los empleados de las
escuelas, por ejemplo, podria estar justificado, dado que los nifios atn no pueden ser vacunados y los trabajadores de la salud



trabajan con los vulnerables. Sin embargo, las agencias estatales no atienden al mismo tipo de poblaciones vulnerables, por lo
gue no es necesario el mismo nivel de coercién gubernamental.

La conciencia es un concepto esencial en la teologia moral catélica. Es el aspecto de nosotros mismos el que nos dice qué es
moralmente correcto y qué es moralmente incorrecto. La conciencia, sin embargo, debe formarse para que juzgue con
precision las situaciones morales. Formamos nuestras conciencias basandonos en nuestras influencias, comenzando por
nuestros padres, luego nuestras escuelas, luego nuestras comunidades. Y luego, una vez formada, la Iglesia dice que debemos
obedecer a nuestra conciencia, porque la conciencia nos dice lo que es moral e inmoral, y nunca podemos hacer nada que
consideremos inmoral. Por eso tenemos la obligacidn tan grave de formar bien nuestra conciencia, porque una conciencia mal
formada puede decirnos que hagamos cosas objetivamente pecaminosas, todo mientras estamos convencidos de que lo que
estamos haciendo es moralmente correcto. Una de mis mayores preocupaciones para los catdlicos de hoy es que sus
conciencias estan siendo formadas mas por sus partidos politicos y organizaciones de noticias que por la lectura de la Biblia, el
Catecismo y los santos.

La objecién de conciencia, entonces, es un concepto importante en la teologia moral catdlica, porque incluso una conciencia

mal formada debe ser obedecida. Sin embargo, la Iglesia nunca ha ensefiado que la objecién de conciencia no debe tener
consecuencias. Los martires, los objetores de conciencia originales que se opusieron a quemar incienso a los emperadores
romanos, todos murieron por su fe. Varios tedlogos a lo largo de los siglos, incluidos aquellos que luego fueron reivindicados
en sus ensenanzas, fueron obligados por la Iglesia a pasar décadas, si no el resto de sus vidas, sin escribir ni ensefiar
publicamente. Tenemos el derecho, y a veces la obligacidn, de hacer objeciones de conciencia, pero aquellos que lo hacen por
razones santas deben estar siempre dispuestos a aceptar las consecuencias de esa objecion. Si tienen razén en su objecion,
sufren con el Cristo perseguido injustamente.

Nuestra escuela, por ejemplo, requiere vacunas MMR para todos nuestros estudiantes, porque no podemos pensar en
ninguna otra forma de prevenir un brote de sarampidn en la escuela. Si bien reconocemos las objeciones de conciencia de
algunas familias que no recibiran esta vacuna, tampoco podemos inscribir a sus estudiantes debido a nuestra obligacién de
proteger al resto de nuestros estudiantes. Reconocemos su derecho a la objecidn de conciencia y, al mismo tiempo, tenemos
que hacer cumplir las consecuencias de esa objecion.

Las exenciones religiosas, que estdn permitidas por los mandatos del gobernador, ahora se vuelven pegajosas para los

catdlicos. Por un lado, las maximas autoridades de la Iglesia han dejado claro que la recepcidn de la vacuna COVID-19 no viola
nuestra fe. Por otro lado, podriamos objetar por motivos religiosos a un programa de mandato en particular, particularmente
si coacciona mas de lo necesario para el buen comun y no reconoce formas alternativas de proteger a los vulnerables.

Mi opinidn personal sobre todo esto es triple. Primero, es tragico hasta el punto de muertes innecesarias que hayamos

llegado a este punto. Aquellos que juzgarian a otros por aceptar lo que considerarian informacion cientifica errénea sobre las
vacunas deberian preguntarse si, en otras areas, sus propias conciencias estdn mejor informadas por la Iglesia, a diferencia de
su medio de comunicacion o partido politico preferido. En segundo lugar, nos amamos mejor si buscamos primero el bien en
los demds. Yo mismo no estoy de acuerdo con la mayoria de los argumentos que he escuchado en contra de la vacunacion,
pero necesito hacer un mejor trabajo para recordarme a mi mismo que, fundamentalmente, la persona frente a mi al menos
esta tratando de hacer lo correcto y esta dispuesta a hacerlo y a ser perseguido por la sociedad para seguir su conciencia. Solo
después de ese reconocimiento deberiamos discutir si nuestras conciencias estan debidamente formadas. Finalmente,
hariamos bien como sociedad y como Iglesia en hablar siempre primero sobre el Buen Comun, en lugar de nuestros derechos
individuales. El pensamiento politico estadounidense ha corrompido nuestra capacidad de pensar en comunidad con amor.
Aquellos que apoyan la vacunacion serian mas convincentes si mantuvieran su enfoque en amar a los vulnerables, y aquellos
gue se oponen a la vacunacién serian mas aceptados y comprendidos si dejaran en claro las formas alternativas en las que
trabajaran para la proteccién de la sociedad durante esta crisis mundial.

En el Sefor, que siempre guia y protege a su Iglesia,



Noticias Vaticanas

El Papa insta a la vacunacion

El Papa Francisco, asi como los principales obispos de todo el hemisferio occidental, han publicado un video en espaiiol

instando a los catdlicos a vacunarse contra el COVID-19. Vea el video en https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5rwTnJFOU.

Noticias parroquiales

Se requeriran mascaras en lugares interiores

Se requeriran mascaras adentro en todas partes de nuestro campus a partir del lunes 23 de agosto. Recomendamos

fuertemente a todos que comiencen a usar una mascara de inmediato.

Noticias Escolares

Damos la bienvenida a mas nuevos miembros del personal contratados
La escuela catdlica de la Asuncién continda contratando nuevos miembros del personal en preparacion para el aiio escolar
2021-2022. Michele King (feligrés de Asuncién desde hace mucho tiempo) sera la asistente de jardin de infantes y primer
grado este afio, y sera la sacristana en las misas escolares los viernes por la mafiana. Armando Mendoza (un feligrés del

Sagrado Corazdn) sera el nuevo maestro de espafiol a tiempo parcial para los grados K-3. Carolina Santos continuard

ensefiando espafol para los grados 4-8 y arte para todos los grados K-8. La escuela comienza en solo dos semanas mas y

estamos emocionados de dar la bienvenida a todos los maestros, personal, estudiantes y familias.

Noticias mas amplias

Seguimiento de escuelas residenciales (solo inglés)

Este articulo de la Agencia Catdlica de Noticias continua la discusion sobre las escuelas residenciales en Canada y como la

Iglesia podria seguir respondiendo.

Proximamente

Eventos
e Sabado, 27 de agosto
o 9:00 am — Retiro del personal
o La Oficina parroquial cerrada
e Domingo, 28 de agosto
o 12:30 pm — Comida comunitaria

Intenciones de Misa
Sabado, 21 de agosto

o

5:00 pm, James Marantette, RIP

Domingo, 22 de agosto

O
o

o

8:00 am, Lizzie Robinson, S|
10:00 am, Pro Populo
12:30 pm, Jose Raul Manzanares Navarro, RIP

Martes, 24 de Agosto

O

José Concepcién, RIP

Miércoles, 25 de agosto

O

Dario Sotelo, RIP

Jueves, 26 de agosto

o

Esther Van Veen, RIP

Viernes, 27 de agosto

o

Patti Wright, RIP


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5rwTnJF0U
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/248648/contrite-hearts-and-concrete-action-catholics-react-to-the-legacy-of-canadas-residential-schools




