Weekly Bulletin

WEEKLY BULLETIN FOR ASSUMPTION PARISH IN BELLINGHAM, WA
AUGUST 06, 2021

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Pastor’s Note

Even if we never read the book in school, | sure most of us are familiar with the literary concept of a white whale — an
obsession to be pursued even to one’s own destruction — which comes to us from Herman Melville’s Moby Dick. For the
protagonist of that book, and for most of us besides, our white whales are inextricably connected to some pain we cannot
exorcise. Someone who is obsessed with money, for example, may be running from the pain of childhood poverty or the pain
of never feeling good enough in the eyes of others. Oftentimes the difference between a pursuit and an obsession is that
pursuits are driven primarily by the good of the thing pursued, while obsessions are also fueled by pain in our personal history.

My white whale is the mass apostasy of my generation. With a few notable exceptions, almost everyone | knew in school has
walked away from the Christian religion. And this pains me because | care about these people, | care about my generation,
and | know that life without Jesus is a life that is always teetering on the precipice of destruction. | have become obsessed
with evangelization and what it will take to bring even a fraction of these people back to Church. Almost everything | do is
somehow fueled by this obsession.

| bring this up because The Pillar, my favorite Catholic news outlet, just ran an analysis showing, like many analyses before
this, just how bad the generational faith situation is. (Analysis here.) One of the conclusions of the article, unsurprisingly, is
that faith habits are set during childhood and that parents matter. “So if we want to understand why only 10% of Catholics
born in the 1990s and 2000s are going to Mass weekly as adults, we may consider the fact that only 18% of their parents (who
were probably born in the 1960s and 1970s) were taking them to Mass on a weekly basis when they were growing up.”

Now, | have known enough Catholic families to know that the future faith of children is too complex a question to predict with
a binary metric like Mass attendance. However, as a general rule, | tell parents that religion will only be important to your kids
if the kids know why it is important to you. A family that does not go to Mass may experience the same results as a family who
goes to Mass weekly “because we have to” — because in both cases the kids infer that Mass is not personally important. But a
family whose parents are able to talk to their kids about why Jesus is personally important to the parents, how the parents
rely on Jesus in their difficult times and how the Mass makes the parents better people — these kids are going to grow up with
at least the default assumption that a personal relationship with Jesus is an important aspect of a well-lived life.

Unfortunately, talking about our personal relationship with Jesus is hard, especially in the Catholic Church where we are often
not taught how to do so. We just assume Catholic culture is strong enough to propagate itself. Obviously, this needs to
change. From a parish perspective, we are actively working to empower people to talk about Jesus through our Evangelical
Catholic Reach More program, but it will still be a few more years before this has a palpable effect on our parish culture. In the

meantime, maybe ask yourself — regardless of whether you are a parent — why Jesus is important to you personally, and then
ask if someone you know could benefit from hearing about that.

May the Lord bless you always,

F. Ploore


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/white%20whale
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/the-kids-are-not-alright-statistics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuzAx5Ek-LY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuzAx5Ek-LY

Parish News

Dcn. Josh Teaching Series
Starting next week, Dcn. Josh will be offering a teaching series on difficult and controversial passages in the Bible. These will
be offered after the Tuesday Mass (approx. 6:15 p.m.) on Aug. 10, 17, and 24.

24-hour, mostly silent, retreat

Free retreat for anyone interested, including instruction on Lectio Divina from Fr. Moore and Fr. Toups (through the video
series Oremus), as well as listening to a talk by Dcn. Josh. Silence will begin Friday night and end after Mass on Saturday. There
will be time for fellowship, sung and chanted worship in the Church, silent group prayer, an optional service project, and
plenty of personal free time. The retreat will include the regularly scheduled Confession and Mass.

Details

Date/Time: From 6:00pm Friday, August 20™" to 6:00pm Saturday, August 21
Where to meet: Church of the Assumption Gym, Bellingham, WA 98225
Retreat Organizer: Tony Gallina

What to bring:

e Your own food (we have access to refrigerators) (no eating inside) (feel free to fast)
e Bedding (sleeping bag, blow-up mattress)
e  Mask (if you are not vaccinated)

Core Team Members Needed

Our youth ministry and teen Confirmation programs are looking for a few faithful Catholic adults to join our Core Team. Core
Team members are present at our Sunday evening meetings throughout the year (Sept-May) and work with a small group of
teens to mentor and guide them in faith. We need adults of ALL ages and from all walks of life. Contact aprilj@assumption.org
to inquire or apply.

Temporary Bulletin Name

We have heard some reports that people are confused about whether this is the weekly bulletin. /t is. So we are going to make
that obvious with the title for a few weeks while we continue to search for a permanent name. The leading candidate at the
moment is “Assumption Messenger.”

Missing Jesus Statue
A few people have asked about the missing Sacred Heart statue in the rose garden. A few months ago, Jesus’ fingers were
broken off, so the statue is in for repairs.

School News

School Office is now open / Used Uniform Sale — August 9t & 10™

The first day of school is Wednesday, September 1%t and in preparation for the new year, the school office is now open from 8
am to 3 pm, Monday through Friday. Three of the grade levels now have waiting lists, but there is space available in select
classes. Kindergarten still has room so we would invite you to schedule a tour. If you would like more information about any of
the grade levels, you can call the office during regular business hours or email us at theoffice@school.assumption.org and

someone in our admissions department will follow up within you. For families who are currently enrolled, the Used Uniform
Sale is this Monday and Tuesday (August 9t" and 10%") from 11 am to 4 pm in the school library


mailto:aprilj@assumption.org
mailto:theoffice@school.assumption.org

Community News

4™ Annual Family Promise BED RACE

Sunday, September 26, 2-4 P.M.

Hone those bed-racin’ skills that'll help local families and children get out of homelessness and into stable housing at the
Family Promise of Whatcom County Bed Race! Challenge another congregation to build a race bed and compete against them
for the title of Best Bed Racers in the Universe (or at least in Whatcom County)! Sign up SIGN UP NOW! (BUILD YOUR ER)

Considering Separation or Divorce?

Wait! There is an alternative. Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has brought healing to tens of thousands of troubled
marriages worldwide. Your situation may seem hopeless, but there is always hope, and you are not alone in your struggle. For
confidential information about Retrouvaille, or to register for our upcoming VIRTUAL program on Sept. 16-19, 2021, call Mark
and Ronnie at 206-706-2608 or go to www.helpourmarriage.org.

Upcoming
Events Intentions
e Monday, August 9 e Saturday, August 7
o 11:00 am - School Uniform Sale (LMC) o John Sternhagen, RIP
e Tuesday, August 10 e Sunday, August 8
o 11:00 am - School Uniform Sale (LMC) o 8:00 am, Pro Populo
e Saturday, August 14 o 10:00 am, Open
o 5:00 pm - Feast Day Mass o 12:30 pm, Irma Olguin, RIP
o 6:00 pm - Ice Cream Social (Gym) e Tuesday, August 10
e Sunday, August 15 o Sara Dubois, RIP
o Feast of the Assumption at all Masses e Wednesday, August 11
o Open

e Thursday, August 12

o Harold & Donna Gregory, RIP
e Friday, August 13

o Kerry Scott Nelson, SI


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M_WuIKJxdMRfEFdhZyvZO_CtScukXjOE6aAb78i4Q5kVmejPVZjkF-IUxlphhiNjlf4WMQyDqeqAkmJlPN4z-PYW1VGfOGGFBnvpOBasWDvs6AhqANG-Pvrk0pBvUV5tRQFKmAHcMmwWDv6rxDd2o0cqkYmKsGnf8Xvu6RF1jqYOy3N8xEBN86Mg5_5NMRm7&c=ZQSvbCRpedSSQRlG7CNpJp8Vuy-Qp8QL0O2r1s8YiBF0uem0JLmVDA==&ch=WeQdgljNHyiqlejPy6iM8EoeRsY1zEpfAFhXIBTvyVuOTYiTgDfJ0w==
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http://www.helpourmarriage.org/

Boletin semanal

BOLETIN SEMANAL DE LA PARROQUIA DE LA ASUNCION EN BELLINGHAM, WA
06 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

Vayan, pues, y hagan discipulos de todas las naciones, bautizéndolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu
Santo, ensefidndoles a guardar todo lo que les he mandado;
y irecuerden! Yo estoy con ustedes todos los dias, hasta el fin del mundo. -Mateo 28, 19-20

Nota del pastor

Una de las obsesiones que impulsa mi ministerio es la apostasia masiva de mi generacion. Con algunas excepciones notables,
casi todos los que conoci en la escuela se alejaron de la religion cristiana. Y esto me duele porque me preocupo por estas
personas, me preocupo por mi generacion, y sé que la vida sin Jesus es una vida que siempre estd al borde del precipicio de la
destruccién. Me he obsesionado con la evangelizacidn y con lo que se necesita para traer de regreso a la Iglesia incluso a una
fraccion de estas personas. Casi todo lo que hago esta alimentado de alguna manera por esta obsesién.

Menciono esto porque The Pillar, mi medio de comunicacidn catdlico favorito, acaba de hacer un andlisis que muestra, como
muchos andlisis anteriores, cuan mala es la situacion de la fe generacional. (Andlisis aqui, solamente en inglés.) Una de las
conclusiones del articulo, como era de esperar, es que los habitos de fe se establecen durante la nifiez y que los padres son
importantes. “Entonces, si queremos entender por qué solo el 10% de los catdlicos nacidos en las décadas de 1990 y 2000 van
a Misa semanalmente como adultos, podemos considerar el hecho de que solo el 18% de sus padres (que probablemente
nacieron en las décadas de 1960 y 1970) los llevaban a Misa semanalmente cuando eran mayores.”

Ahora, he conocido suficientes familias catdlicas para saber que la fe futura de los nifios es una pregunta demasiado compleja
para predecir con una métrica binaria como la asistencia a Misa. Sin embargo, como regla general, les digo a los padres que la
religion solo serd importante para sus hijos si los nifios saben por qué es importante para usted. Una familia que no va a Misa
puede experimentar los mismos resultados que una familia que va a Misa semanalmente “porque tenemos que hacerlo”,
porque en ambos casos los nifios infieren que la misa no es personalmente importante. Pero una familia cuyos padres pueden
hablar con sus hijos sobre por qué Jesus es personalmente importante para los padres, cdmo los padres confian en Jesus en
sus momentos dificiles y cdmo la Misa hace que los padres sean mejores personas: estos nifios crecerdn con al menos la
suposicion predeterminada de que una relacién personal con Jesus es un aspecto importante de una vida bien vivida.

Desafortunadamente, hablar de nuestra relacion personal con Jesus es dificil, especialmente en la Iglesia Catdlica, donde a
menudo no se nos ensefia cdmo hacerlo. Simplemente asumimos que la cultura catélica es lo suficientemente fuerte como
para propagarse. Obviamente, esto debe cambiar. Desde una perspectiva parroquial, estamos trabajando activamente para
capacitar a las personas para que hablen de Jesus a través de nuestro programa Evangélico Catdlico Reach More (encalce en

inglés), pero aun pasaran algunos afios mas antes de que esto tenga un efecto palpable en nuestra cultura parroquial.
Mientras tanto, quizas te preguntes, independientemente de si eres padre o madre, por qué JesUs es importante para ti
personalmente, y luego pregunta si alguien que conoces podria beneficiarse al escuchar eso.

Que el Seior te bendiga siempre,

F. Voo


https://www.pillarcatholic.com/
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/the-kids-are-not-alright-statistics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuzAx5Ek-LY

Noticias parroquiales

Serie de ensenanza de Dcn. Josh

A partir de la semana que viene, Dcn. Josh ofrecerd una serie de ensefianzas sobre pasajes dificiles y controvertidos de la
Biblia. Estos se ofreceran después de la misa del martes (aproximadamente a las 6:15 p.m.) los dias 10, 17 y 24 de agosto.

Retiro de 24 horas, mayormente silencioso

Retiro gratuito para todos los interesados, incluida la instruccién sobre la Lectio Divina del P. Moore y el P. Toups (a través de
la serie de videos Oremus), ademas de escuchar una charla de Dcn. Josh. El silencio comenzard el viernes por la noche y
terminara después de la misa del sdbado. Habra tiempo para el compafierismo, la adoracién cantada y cantada en la Iglesia, la
oracion grupal en silencio, un proyecto de servicio opcional y mucho tiempo libre personal. El retiro incluira la confesidon y la
misa programadas regularmente.

Detalles

Fecha/Tiempo: Desde las 6:00pm del viernes 20 de Agosto hasta las 6:00pm sabado, 21 de agosto
Donde reunirse: Gimnasio de la Iglesia de la Asuncion, Bellingham, WA 98225
Organizador del retiro: Tony Gallina

Que traer:

e Su propia comida (tenemos acceso a refrigeradores) (no comer adentro) (siéntase libre de ayunar)
e Laropa de cama (saco de dormir, colchon inflable)
e  Mascarilla (si no esta vacunado)

Nombre del boletin temporal

Hemos escuchado algunos informes de que la gente esta confundida sobre si este es el boletin semanal. Si es. Asi que vamos a
dejar eso obvio con el titulo durante unas semanas mientras seguimos buscando un nombre permanente. El candidato
principal en este momento es "Mensajero de la Asuncion".

La Estatua de Jesus perdida

Algunas personas han preguntado acerca de la estatua del Sagrado Corazén que en el momento no se encuentra en el jardin
de rosas. Hace unos meses, le rompieron los dedos a Jesus, por lo que la estatua esta en el proceso de reparacion.

Noticias de la escuela de la Asuncion

La oficina de la escuela ya estd abierta / Venta de uniformes usados

El primer dia de clases es el miércoles 1 de septiembre y en preparacion para el nuevo afio, la oficina de la escuela ahora esta
abierta de 8 am a 3 pm, de lunes a viernes. Tres de los niveles de grado ahora tienen listas de espera, pero hay espacio
disponible en clases selectas. El jardin de infantes todavia tiene espacio, asi que lo invitamos a programar un recorrido. Si
desea obtener mas informacién sobre cualquiera de los niveles de grado, puede llamar a la oficina durante el horario
comercial habitual o enviarnos un correo electrénico a theoffice@school.assumption.org y alguien de nuestro departamento

de admisiones hara un seguimiento dentro de usted. Para las familias que estan actualmente inscritas, la venta de uniformes
usados es este lunes y martes (9 y 10 de agosto) de 11 am a4 pm en la biblioteca de la escuela.


mailto:theoffice@school.assumption.org

Noticias de la comunidad

4% Carrera anual de promesa familiares

Domingo, 26 de septiembre, 2-4 P.M.

iPerfeccione esas habilidades de carreras de camas que ayudaran a las familias y los nifios locales a salir de la falta de vivienda
y a vivir en viviendas estables en la Family Promise of Whatcom County Bed Race! iDesafia a otra congregacién a construir una

cama de carreras y compite contra ellos por el titulo de Mejores corredores de camas del universo (o al menos en el condado
de Whatcom)! Registrate jRegistrate Ahora! (Construye tu ER)

Proximamente

Eventos Intenciones de Misa
e Lunes, 9 de agosto e Saturday, August 7
o 11:00 am — Venta de uniformes usados o John Sternhagen, RIP
(LMC) e Sunday, August 8
e Martes, 10 de agosto o 8:00 am, Pro Populo
o 11:00 am - Venta de uniformes usados o 10:00 am, Open
(LmMC) o 12:30 pm, Irma Olguin, RIP
e Sabado, 14 de agosto e Tuesday, August 10
o 5:00 pm - Misa de Fiesta o Sara Dubois, RIP
o 6:00 pm — Helados Social (Gimnasio) e Wednesday, August 11
e Domingo, August 15 o Open
o Fiesta de la Asuncion en todas las Misas e Thursday, August 12

o Harold & Donna Gregory, RIP
e Friday, August 13
o Kerry Scott Nelson, Sl
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