Never Isolated in Christ

YOUR WEEKLY VIEW BEHIND THE MASK OF ASSUMPTION PARISH
MAY 21, 2021

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Pastor’s Note

Dear Assumption Parishioners,

Last Sunday we hosted Archbishop Etienne for one of our two confirmation Masses this season. It is always a joy to be visited
by our chief shepherd because it serves as a reminder of our communion with him and, through him, with the universal
Church. One of the additional joys for Fr. Ross and myself is that we were then able to have a private dinner with the
Archbishop on Sunday night.

At one point during the dinner, the Archbishop spoke about his own private prayer life. He said that for many months after
being named to Seattle, it was an incredible struggle for him to want to get out of bed each morning and fulfill his ministry.
For one thing, his previous dioceses (Cheyenne and Anchorage) were much smaller, so the sheer amount of work and
responsibility that comes with a place like Seattle requires an exhausting learning curve. For another thing, as the country
divides more and more and becomes one extended shouting match, so has the Church, and it is easy for the Archbishop to be
overwhelmed by bad news and angry letters day in and day out. Prayer, for him, became a refuge (as it should be!), but not
necessarily a place to be built up in the Lord.

Some months ago, however, this all changed for him. Apparently, a spiritual director on a recent retreat suggested that he
begin each day (he prays at the beginning of his day) with the question, “How is the Lord going to bless me and bless the
Archdiocese of Seattle today?” The Archbishop reports that this has been hugely impactful for him. After all, we believe that
God does love us and does desire our good, so we should expect his blessings on ourselves and the Church. Even in difficult
times, God never abandons us and never stops blessing us. So beginning each day with the assumption and reminder that he
is going to bless us will help us to be more attentive to the existence of that love throughout each day.

| have already tried this method out during my holy hours this week. | have seen some small fruit but, like with everything in
the spiritual life, the real success is only going to come once the practice becomes deeply ingrained and habitual. | am excited
to see how my own relationship with the Lord might improve if | keep this practice up over the course of a few months. If you
do it, too, please let me know how things go.

May the Lord bless us, his people!

F. Voo



Parish News

Training: Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion at Mass

We are beginning to use EMHCs at Mass again. However, Fr. Moore would like to retrain all the EMHCs before they start in
their roles again.

Those who wish and feel comfortable to return to serving as an EMHC are invited to a training led by Fr. Moore on Thursday,
May 27th from 6pm to 8pm inside the church. Attendance is required for all who wish to serve in future Liturgies, so you will

not be scheduled unless you have attended a training session. Please read Fr. Moore’s |letter on EMHCs before coming to the
training.

If you are not quite ready to serve, please know that we fully understand, and we will continue to keep you in our prayers.
There will be other training opportunities available in later months.

Floral Committee

Art and Environment Ministry is looking for more volunteers to help with our Floral Committee. If you are interested, please
send an e-mail to drmabalot@assumption.org.

Safety Team Membership & Training

Our Safety Team is recruiting new members and will be offering a training for those who are interested on Wednesday, June
2nd at 4:30 in the School Library. The purpose of the Safety Team is to have a group of volunteers at each weekend Mass that
are prepared to act together to prevent disruptions or provide support in emergencies. Members of the Safety Team will be
outside after Masses this weekend if you would like to talk with them about joining.

Addenda

Laudato Si’ Prayer

The organizers of the Laudato Si’ prayer event mentioned in last week’s letter have received additional information about the

follow-on event in downtown Bellingham:

e Masks are required regardless of vaccination status.
e Please bring your own chairs and water.
o Attendees are encouraged to wear red.


https://jeffreyhmoore.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/emhc_parish_letter.pdf
mailto:drmabalot@assumption.org
https://www.assumption.org/uploads/Covid-19%20for%20Homepage/2021-05-14_Never_Isolated_in_Christ.pdf

Nunca aislado en Cristo

TU VISTA DETRAS DE LA MASCARA DE LA PARROQUIA DE LA ASUNCION
21 DE MAYO DE 2021

Vayan, pues, y hagan discipulos de todas las naciones, bautizéndolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu
Santo, ensefidndoles a guardar todo lo que les he mandado;
y irecuerden! Yo estoy con ustedes todos los dias, hasta el fin del mundo. -Mateo 28, 19-20

Nota del pastor

Estimados feligreses de la Asuncion,

El domingo pasado recibimos al arzobispo Etienne para una de nuestras dos misas de confirmacién de esta temporada.
Siempre es un gozo recibir la visita de nuestro pastor principal porque nos recuerda nuestra comunidn con ély, a través de él,
con la Iglesia universal. Una de las alegrias adicionales para miy el P. Ross es que pudimos tener una cena privada con el
arzobispo el domingo por la noche.

En un momento de la cena, el arzobispo hablé sobre su propia vida privada de oracion. Dijo que durante muchos meses
después de ser nombrado a Seattle, fue una lucha increible para él querer levantarse de la cama cada mafiana y cumplir con
su ministerio. Por un lado, sus didcesis anteriores (Cheyenne y Anchorage) eran mucho mas pequeiias, por lo que la gran
cantidad de trabajo y responsabilidad que conlleva un lugar como Seattle requiere una curva de aprendizaje agotadora. Por
otro lado, a medida que el pais se divide cada vez mas y se convierte en un partido de gritos prolongado, también lo hace la
Iglesia, y es facil que el arzobispo se sienta abrumado por las malas noticias y las cartas airadas todos los dias. La oracién, para
él, se convirtié en un refugio (icomo deberia ser!), Pero no necesariamente en un lugar para ser edificado en el Sefior.

Sin embargo, hace algunos meses, todo esto cambid para él. Aparentemente, un director espiritual en un retiro reciente
sugirié que comenzara cada dia (ora al comienzo de su dia) con la pregunta: "éComo va a bendecirme y bendecir el Sefior a la
Arquididcesis de Seattle hoy?". El arzobispo informa que esto ha tenido un gran impacto para él. Después de todo, creemos
gue Dios nos ama y desea nuestro bien, por lo que debemos esperar sus bendiciones para nosotros y la Iglesia. Incluso en
tiempos dificiles, Dios nunca nos abandona y nunca deja de bendecirnos. Asi que comenzar cada dia con la asuncién y
recordatorio de que él nos va a bendecir nos ayudara a estar mds atentos a la existencia de ese amor a lo largo de cada dia.

Ya probé este método durante mis horas santas esta semana. He visto algunos frutos pequenos pero, como con todo en la
vida espiritual, el verdadero éxito solo llegard una vez que la practica se arraigue profundamente y sea habitual. Estoy
emocionado de ver cdmo mi propia relacion con el Sefior podria mejorar si mantengo esta practica en el transcurso de unos
meses. Si usted también lo hace, hagamelo saber cdmo van las cosas.

iQue el Sefior nos bendiga, su pueblo!



Noticias parroquiales

Entrenamiento: Ministros Extraordinarios de la Sagrada Comunion en la
Misa

Estamos comenzando a usar MESC en Misa nuevamente. Sin embargo, el P. A Moore le gustaria volver a capacitar a todos los
MESC antes de que comiencen a desempeifiar sus funciones nuevamente.

Aquellos que deseen y se sientan cémodos para volver a servir como MESC estdn invitados a una capacitacién dirigida por el P.
Moore el jueves 27 de mayo de 6 p.m. a 8 p.m. dentro de la iglesia. Se requiere la asistencia para todos los que deseen servir
en liturgias futuras, por lo que no se programara una cita a menos que haya asistido a una sesion de capacitacion.

Si no esta del todo listo para servir, sepa que lo entendemos completamente y lo seguiremos manteniendo en nuestras

oraciones.

Adenda

Oracion Laudato SV’

Los organizadores del evento de oracion Laudato Si ‘mencionado en la carta de la semana pasada han recibido informacion

adicional sobre el evento de seguimiento en el centro de Bellingham:

e Serequieren mascarillas a pesar del estado de vacunacion.
e Favor de traer sus propias sillas y agua.
e Se anima a los asistentes a vestirse de rojo.


https://www.assumption.org/uploads/Covid-19%20for%20Homepage/2021-05-14_Never_Isolated_in_Christ.pdf

