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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in Whatcom County,
including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.

For Assumption Staff Information, visit: https://assumption.org/staff-info.html

Pastor’s Note

Prayers of the Faithful
| want to apologize for not asking our staff to include the Annunciation Parish Community in Minneapolis in our intercessions
last weekend. That was an oversight and, unfortunately, a common one on my part.

| honestly struggle a lot with what to include in the intercessions.

As a rule, | do not want to use the Prayers of the Faithful as a news bulletin. | find if we pray for every natural disaster or
tragedy or national news event, the Intercessions become more about people listening to see what we include and what we
don’t, than it is about praying to God for large categories of needs. So | have instructed our staff to use hardcover books of
intercessions that base the prayers off of the readings, rather than writing fresh prayers each week based off of news
broadcasts. This also means we miss most national holidays, too.

That said, from time to time it is appropriate to add intercession for larger occurrences. We certainly did so during COVID, and
the Archdiocese has asked us to do so for the duration of Partners. And we pray for the sick and dying of our communities
(which also ends up, unfortunately, being a local news bulletin, but there is no escaping that). So | cannot say that specific
intentions are wrong. The question | struggle with is, what rises to the level of requiring a specific intention? | do not trust my
judgement on that question, so | have excluded current events entirely.

But | agree that Minneapolis should have been an exception.


https://www.whatcomcatholic.org/
https://assumption.org/staff-info.html

First Friday Confessions

| am also struggling with the question of what to do about First Friday Confessions. When | held them exclusively at
Assumption, before Partners, | would consistently have 60 — 90 minutes of confessions each month, just for one priest. But
once we started rotating, and having 3 — 4 priests available, we only ever seem to have 5 or fewer people, which is not a good
use of such an event.

| have been thinking the problem comes from the rotation. Rotations mean inconsistencies, making it hard for people to

develop a habit. So | am considering putting them back at Assumption every first Friday, since Assumption’s confession line is
so long on Saturdays that it could use the help. However, even though Assumption was originally built with four confessionals,
it now only has one, and it is awkward to fit all the priests there. So | may also make the first Friday confessions permanent in
Ferndale (which is equally central), since that church has two full confessionals and two back rooms that work very well.

If you have thoughts, | would appreciate them.

May the Lord bless you always,

Archdiocesan News

Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Next week our special collection will support the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Nearly 38 million people in the
United States live in poverty. This collection supports programs that empower people to identify and address the obstacles
they face in bringing permanent and positive change to their communities. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development at www.uscch.org/cchd.

Chastity Project
Oct 26, 2025
Location: St Brendan Catholic Church 10100 ne 192" street, Bothell, WA, 98011

Don't miss the opportunity to hear from renowned speaker, Jason Evert for this special event for teens and adults, ages 13+.
Get answers to life's tough questions about love, dating, and relationships. This double feature event includes Purified and
Gender and the Theology of the Body, Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This combination
transforms a couple of talks into a retreat for the family and parish community, allowing you to encounter the source of
purity, healing and renewal, Jesus Christ. The evening also includes free resources for all attendees! For more information
here.

Jubilee Pilgrimage Prayer Intentions

All are invited to submit prayer intentions for Archbishop Etienne and his fellow pilgrims to take with them on their upcoming
Jubilee Pilgrimage to France this September. They will pray for your intentions as they journey to the shrines of France,
including Ars, Lisieux, and Lourdes. All intentions will be included in a book that will be placed near the altar at each Mass.
Click here to submit prayer intentions by Sept. 12 Promotional assets.
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https://chastityproject.ticketspice.com/double-feature-bothell-wa
https://archseattle.org/pilgrimage/
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=2595a9d3cd&e=9d4e5a1ed6

Parish News

Partners in the Gospel

Preparation for October Small Group Listening sessions:

In the upcoming sessions, we will be asked to answer in a synodal fashion the question “What are our Gifts?”.

This process is necessary to obtain your input as we continue to determine how we will become One Canonical Parish,
encompassing all of Whatcom County. This One Parish Plan began more than a year ago, and now it is our co-responsibility as
people in the pews to help form the answer to that question and develop our plan.

To make the listening sessions successful, we need help from people willing to facilitate the small groups and notetakers to
summarize what is said. After the listening sessions are completed, we may need volunteers to help organize and summarize
the collected comments so that we may report that summary back to you. Postcard-sized invitation forms will be passed out
at Mass this weekend to ask for your commitment to attend and help with the listening sessions. A list of dates will be found
at the church, in bulletins, and will be available after Mass.

Listening Sessions for Assumption will be as follows:
e Sunday, October 12th, after the 10:00 AM Mass
e Saturday, October 18th, after the 5:00 PM Mass
e Sunday, October 19th, after the 8:00 AM Mass
e Sunday, October 19th, after the 1:00 PM Spanish Mass
e Tuesday, October 21%, after the 5:30 PM Mass

Catholicism 101: Foundations in Faith

The OCIA, or Catholicism 101, is beginning September 2"9. All classes take place on Tuesday evenings in the Assumption School
Library at 6:30 pm following the 5:30 pm Mass.
Catholicism 101 is for those seeking:

e Inquiry into the truths of Catholic teaching

e Baptism and /or Sacraments of Initiation

e Sacrament of Confirmation for adult Catholics

o Deepening of understanding for cradle Catholics
Please contact Kim Walker, Director of Faith Formation, at Kim.walker@shbham.org to register or for any questions. Or come
visit the class, and our Team will be happy to help you!

Assumption Facilities Update
The Church

Heating System

Starting September 2", contractors will work on the Church Heating System and the wood flooring for the next couple of
months. The Regional Director of Facilities requests parishioners' support on this project financially, beyond their normal
giving. We have spent considerable time and effort evaluating all cost-cutting measures to ensure the heating system will
function reliably for years to come. There will be considerable expenses associated with this project that cannot be avoided.
Work over the next 2 months will lay the foundation for continued repairs to ensure the beauty and functionality of our
Church for the next century. This will not be cheap, but we will be prudent with the gifts presented to us. Thank you for your
continued support.
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A Living Piece of History: Our Organ Restoration

When our parish’s Austin organ was first built, it was not simply delivered and installed. It was crafted into place—a
permanent fixture designed to grow with the life of our church. Few instruments like it exist today, which makes ours not only
historic, but also deeply personal to this community.

Recently, the console—the “nerve center” of the organ—was carefully removed and sent to Ballard for detailed restoration.
Meanwhile, the heart of the instrument, the pipes, remains here at home. Because of the unique way OUR early Austin model
was constructed, much of its inner life—the leathers and bellows that breathe sound into our worship—must be restored
right here in the choir loft.

In some ways, this feels fitting. Our organ has long sung over us, and now we may watch over its restoration and health.

Our choir loft, long the source of sacred music that lifts our hearts, will now serve as the workshop where new life is breathed
back into this beloved instrument. By working in place, we preserve both the visual beauty of our loft and the integrity of the
original craftsmanship. We will also cut out variables that can pop up when such a delicate and complex instrument is moved.

Restoring an organ is never a one-size-fits-all task. Each project is as unique as the organ itself—and as singular as the artisans
who first built it. What we are undertaking is not just maintenance, but a rare opportunity to honor the history of our parish,
ensuring that generations to come will be inspired by the same magnificent sound that has filled these walls for decades.

Look for more updates in October, when Brenna will be visiting the console unit in its workshop and sharing a behind-the-
scenes glimpse of the restoration in progress.

Carpet Cleaning
Along with the school's carpet cleaning, the Stafford room and Church's gathering space had a carpet spa day.

Parking Lot
The parking lot lights have been replaced. However, the sealing and striping will not be done this year due to no funding.

Pressure Washing -

We would like to thank our many school and parishioner volunteers for all of the incredible pressure washing that has taken
place around our vast campus. This not only upholds our clean and safe atmosphere, but it brightens up and creates happier
grounds.

Others
The portable water supply has an underground leak. We are working to identify the location, and we will develop a repair plan
when the leak location is identified.

The School Over The Summer

Fresh Floors & Classrooms
New flooring was installed in 3 classrooms AND the girl's restrooms, and the hallways just got a deep carpet cleaning. A
brighter, cleaner space for our kids to learn and grow!

Girls Restroom
The restroom was long overdue, and we are glad for the parents who helped us add a little sparkle.



Science room?

The intended facilities project this summer (In addition to our 3 classroom refreshes) was to be on the middle school science
room. We are blessed with the offer of help from architect Andrew Krzysiek and General Contractor Pearson Construction. It
was because of them; a wonderful design has been drawn up and is in process with the City of Bellingham. Thank you for all
who donated at the auction, for this esteemed project that will be impacting generations to come.

Stairwell Facelift

Who doesn't love a stairwell that elevates the entire environment? Both stairwells had a buff and new polish put on to match
the classrooms that were already getting the spa treatment. Thank you SO much for our incredible volunteers who put in
LONG days.

**Pplease note the artwork around the school

Charcoal art from the 1940s was discovered when cleaning out the principal's office. No one could place the artist, but their
gift of incredible art is one we will all share. Please take a bit to peruse the Virginia street side staircase and thank Mrs.
Michelle King for all the work and financial effort it took to professionally frame and preserve these.

For Catholic Women 18 and Older

Our first meeting of the new season is on September 20th at St. Joseph's in Ferndale. We are a group that has been around for
over 100 years. We will begin at 2 pm with the rosary and prayer. Then, our speaker from Prepares will discuss what this
program is doing for families in the county. Remember to bring your diaper donations. (Sizes large and extra-large are
needed) After the speaker, we will discuss upcoming events and other topics that will be covered during our business meeting.

A Junior Catholic Daughters local group is also beginning, so if you have a daughter aged 7-18, please see the flyer for details
about time and place. Any questions: contact Michele King at michele@kingspace.us or Sandy Malpezzi at

Sandysuperboys@yahoo.com.

PREPARES

Old Fashioned All Parishes Baby Shower is Sunday, September 7th at St. Joseph in Lynden!
No matter if you did not find time to RSVP, or clean your Kids closets for PREPARES...

We have New Moms to be Honored from nearly all our Whatcom Catholic Parishes
We have food for 60
We have gifts all ready, and prizes galore

Now all we need is YOU dear women of our Parishes to help us Honor and make a lovely fuss over all these sweet Babies. Can
you think of a better way to spend from 4-6:00 Sunday September 7th? | didn’t think so. Please join us in welcoming New Life
to our Church Family! Questions? Call or text Pam Ames at (360)510-2334

Viking Catholic

Viking Catholic is excited to announce the tickets for the annual Spirit of Newman are open! The Spirit of Newman is a formal
Gala Dinner and auction held on Saturday November 15th at the Four Points by Sheraton in Bellingham. Every year guests get
a chance to hear student testimonies, eat a delicious dinner, and witness first hand the incredible work the Lord is doing
through Viking Catholic. Click here for more information and details about the event.
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School News

Staffing Update

We are pleased to announce the addition of Kyle Chavez to our janitorial staff at school. He is a parishioner at Assumption and
a new member of the faith.

Kyle came to us through Viking Catholic. He is in the welding program at BTC and spent 4 very successful years in the Army as
a Forward Observer with the 10th mountain stationed out of Fort Polk Louisiana. He will be a wonderful addition to our
school.

Harvest Festival - Save the Date 9/20/25

See flyer attached with times, date, activities and ticket prices. Assumption Catholic School is inviting everyone in Whatcom
Catholic to come and enjoy a wonderful evening together.

Curriculum Night Reminder
For current parents, don't forget to come this Wednesday, September 10th, at 6:30pm. The program starts in the gym and
childcare will be provided.

Mr. Ramos will begin the evening, introductions of staff and PTC and then breakouts for each of our homeroom and specialist
teachers. One parent is required to be present. Questions: email theoffice@assumption.school

High School News

Northern Deanery Catholic High School project

Are you interested in learning more about the Northern Deanery Catholic High School project? Please join us for an
inspirational gathering on Thursday, Sept 18" from 5-7 pm. in the St. Joseph Center at ICRS, 215 N 15 Street, Mount
Vernon.

Our program for the evening includes:

e Shawn Hoban, co-founder of Archbishop Murphy High School in Everett, will share his inspiring journey launching the
school.

e Benjamin Hall, a rising Senior at Bishop Blanchet High School in Seattle, will give a student’s perspective on the value
of Catholic education.

o Dr. Andy Remien, NDCHS Director of Implementation, will share some exciting updates and news about the high
school project.

e Catering will be provided by COA Mexican Eatery & Tequileria, an ICRS family.

Please RSVP to ndhs@whatcomccatholic.org by Sept 15th. Thank you!
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Affiliated Organizations

4
Rachel’s Corner
Do you struggle with the burden of wounds from a past abortion? Know that Jesus wants to rescue you from your burdens
and heal your wounds! Join us on our next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™ and let our Lord guide you onto the path of healing.

e English Retreat - Friday, October 10- Sunday, October 12, 2025
e Spanish Retreat - Friday, October 31- Sunday, November 2, 2025
e English Retreat - Friday, March 6 - Sunday, March 8, 2026
English: (206) 920-6413 (leave a confidential message) Espariol: (206)-450-7814 (deje un mensaje confidencial)

Email projectrachel@ccsww.org. Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or www.facebook.com/projectrachelww.

Not A Priest

It has come to our attention from the Office of the Vicar for Clergy that Fr.

Juan Carlos Chavez Campos is presenting himself as a “Catholic Apostolic

Ecumenical Priest” of the “Old Roman Catholic Church” in our archdiocese. He
is illicitly celebrating sacraments in private homes while charging fees, which
can mislead the faithful and potentially cause spiritual harm. He lacks the
faculties to minister in our archdiocese. Please remember, especially our
Spanish-speaking communities, that:

¢ Sacraments should only be celebrated in parish churches by priests or
deacons in good standing with the Church to ensure validity and proper
recording.

¢ Those outside the Church's authority may exploit people's trust and
vulnerability.

¢ Sacraments from those not validly ordained may be invalid, jeopardizing the

grace sought by the faithful.

Stay vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Parish Office at 360-733-1380 or email us at
parishoffice@assumption.org.
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Upcoming

Friday, September 5

7:45 am — Benediction

8:15 am — Mass (+Kristin Carlson)

4:00 pm —first Friday Confession (Ferndale)
5:30 pm — Divine Mercy Chaplet

6:30 pm — Spanish Confirmation Class for adults
(Stafford)

Saturday, September 6

6:30 am — Leaven Group (Stafford)

8:00 am — Church Cleaning

9:00 am — Infant Baptism English (Library)
1:00 pm — Jose & Amalia Santana wedding and
15era (Church)

3:00 pm — Confession (Church)

5:00 pm — Mass (+Peter Firos)

6:30 pm — Vietnamese First Saturday Prayer
(Church)

Sunday, September 7

8:00 am — Mass (Pro Populo)
9:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)
10:00 am — Mass (+Myra Milnes)
11:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)
1:00 pm — Misa (+Charlie Singer)

Monday, September 8

2:00 pm — Charismatic Prayer Group (Stafford
room)

Tuesday, September 9

e 5:30 pm— Mass (+Ma. Carmela V. Gacad)
e  6:45 pm — Knights of Columbus

Thursday, September 11

e 8:15am— Mass (Felix Gaca, SI)

e 9:00 am — Exposition

e 7:00 pm—Women’s Connect Bible Study Group
(Library)

Friday, September 12

e 7:45 am — Benediction

e 8:15am — Mass (Ngansi Nadia, SI)

e 6:30 pm — Spanish Confirmation Class for adults
(Stafford)

Saturday, September 13

6:30 am — Leaven Group (Stafford)
8:00 am — Church Cleaning

3:00 pm — Confession (Church)

3:30 pm — Rosary Prayer Group (Stafford)
5:00 pm — Mass (+Dottie Shafer)
7:00 pm — Adoracion Nocturna (Church)

Sunday, September 14

e 8:00 am — Mass (Angelo & Johanna Gacad-Sioson,
Sl)

9:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)

e 10:00 am — Mass (+Michael Harp)

e 11:15 am - Coffee Hour (Gym)

1:00 pm — Misa (Pro Populo) Spanish for Adult
(Stafford Room)



In case you Missed it

Family Faith Formation/First Holy Communion Classes

We are excited to announce our Religious Education offerings for the 2025-26 school year!

Wednesday Dinners and Family Faith Formation at Sacred Heart Parish Hall. Classes for Pre-K through 5th Grade (including
First Communion-2nd Grade), Middle and High School Youth Groups, and adult English and Spanish programs included. Dinner
starts at 5:15pm, and class times are from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm. The calendar is available to see when you register at this link:

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5613/responses/new (English),
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5922/responses/new (Spanish).

There are three options for your Second-Grade child's catechesis for First Holy Communion:

e  Wednesday Family Faith Formation and Dinner evenings at Sacred Heart.

e  First Communion Class on Sundays from 10:15 am. 11:15 pm. at Sacred Heart's Parish Hall on the Sunday dates on the

calendar.

e  First Communion Class on Sundays at the Assumption School library from 11:15 am -12:15 pm. The dates are on the

Sundays
designated on the calendar.

First Communion classes for older children in the Sixth - Twelfth Grades will be available at Assumption
on Sundays from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm. Daniel Prenosil will email you with more details after you register.
Please email Kim Walker, Director of Faith Formation, at kim.walker@shbham.org if you have any questions.

Youth Confirmation Information Meeting

Students in grades 7—12 wishing to be confirmed, along with a parent, must attend one of the following meetings:

e  August 24 —2:15 pm, Stafford Room at Assumption

e September 17 — 7:15 pm, Sacred Heart Hall (following the first Family Faith Formation meeting)
A one-on-one meeting with Daniel is also required; details will be given at the info meeting.
Questions? Email daniel@assumption.org

Bible Study- Tuesdays Online

You are welcome! Join us! Beginning Tuesday, September 16, 2025 Afternoon and evening zoom groups: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm,

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Study-Gospel of Matthew; NT Wright
Sign up and information: contact Lynn Ann |ab1945@live.com.

Hope House Needs

Hope House is gearing up for winter and we need a few key items to help keep us well stocked. Here are some of the things

we need most...

e Blankets and bedding (good condition/no e  Pull ups sizes 2T/3T/4T/5T
rips or stains) e Baby Wipes
e Towels/towel sets e Protein

e Diaperssize4,5,and 6
e for homeless snack bags (tuna/crackers, beef jerky, Viena sausages)

Thank you for supporting us and the work we are doing for the community!
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Listening Session October Dates

PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL

Location

Assumption Church Bellingham

St Joachim

St Joseph Ferndale

St Anne

St Peters

St Joseph Lynden English

St Joseph Lynden Spanish

Sacred Heart

Date

October 12t after 10:00 am Mass
October 18" after 5:00 pm Mass
October 19t after 8:00 am Mass
October 19t after 1:00 pm Mass Spanish

October 21st after 5:30 pm Mass

October 19t after 8:30 am Mass

October 5t after 10:00 am Mass

October 12t after 10:30 am Mass

October 2™ after 9:00 am Mass

October 4t after 5:00 pm Mass

October 19t after 8:30 am Mass

October11t™ after 5:00 pm Mass

October 12t after 11:00 am Mass

October 25 after 7:00pm Mass

October 5t after 11:00 am Mass

October 26t after 11:00 am Mass These are tentative
pending final approval by Sacred Heart PFAC
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‘Jﬂ YOU ARE INVITED TO

JUNIOR CDA
INFORMATIONAL
GATHERING

Sor Cattwolic girls & to 15

ST. JOSEPH'S PARISH
FERNDALE, WA

SEPTEMBER ?
SATURDAY 20 1-2 PM
°
2025

JUNIOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS IS A
MINISTRY OF THE ADULT WOMEN CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS:

THIS GROUP IS 110 YEARS OLD IN WHATCOM COUNTY ___




JCDA Pledge
“l promise to be a faithful member of the
Junior Catholic Daughters of the Americas, to
promote development of myself as a whole
person, to promote service to others, and to
encourage spiritual growth in our members.”

-
~
. More info: | ?
1. Monthly meetings |
' 2.Local, state and National programs to *

participate in: retreats/fun contests
3.Scholarships for college
" 4.Girls lead group and follow bylaws
5.Court name: St. Kateri

CONTACT: SANDY MALPEZZl @ 360-510-7135
OR EMAIL WHATCOMJCDA2025@GMAIL.COM



