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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in Whatcom County,

including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.

For Assumption Staff Information, visit: https://assumption.org/staff-info.html

Pastor’s Note

Reach More Training
This month we are starting another round of Reach More training, and the parish staff is also going to begin their own version.

Reach More (https://www.ecreachmore.com/) is a program developed by the Evangelical Catholic

(https://evangelicalcatholic.org/) that trains lay people on how to invite their family, friends, and acquaintances into Jesus-

centered relationships. For many people this looks starting small prayer groups and Bible studies, but for others it looks like
one-on-one accompaniment or different forms of community building.

Unfortunately, Catholic culture tends to believe that “spiritual work” is the exclusive domain of the priests and religious
orders, so training like this is extremely necessary. All the baptized share in the evangelical mission of the Church, but most
people have never been given the tools to engage in that mission. This 12-week program helps people (1) learn how to pray,
(2) learn how to pray about the people in their life, and (3) invite those people into Jesus-centered relationships.

Ultimately, my hope is that every Catholic in Whatcom County has a small community of prayer that they are part of, in
addition to their weekend Mass community. That requires a LOT of people getting trained on how to develop and organize
these types of small communities. | am also asking the staff to take this training so that they have a deep understanding of
where our Catholic community is headed.

If this is something you think you might be interested in, please consider reaching out to your local parish office to see if there
is a group you can join. ldeally, group leaders would be chosen from group participants.

Meeting with CTK

When we first learned that all the Catholic Churches in Whatcom County would join together for Partners in the Gospel, |
immediately started thinking about this as the “CTK Model”. Christ the King (CTK) is the only other church that | know about
that has implemented a county-wide distributed model here in Whatcom, and | figured we could learn a lot from them about
their experiences.

Well, this week, I, Kathy Ernst (our Regional Director of Pastoral Ministries), and Olivia Phillips (our Regional Director of
Operations) sat down with CTK’s Executive Pastor, Outreach Pastor, and Downtown Campus Pastor to pick their brains and
learn from them. It was an excellent and helpful meeting, and | am so glad we were able to hold it. My big takeaways from the
meeting were (1) we should probably find a way to do more all-staff meetings and retreats and (2) the more time staff spend
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in relationship with parishioners, the more parishioners feel comfortable going to staff (and not just the priests). But beyond
the specific nuggets of wisdom, it was also nice just to find common ground with other Christians in Whatcom County and to
renew our shared commitment to preaching the Gospel. Making common cause with fellow Christians is something | hope we
can find more opportunities for as we grow into our county-wide identity.

May the Lord bless you always,

Archdiocese New

Caring for Creation

A miniseries with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace
Mondays, Sept. 1-Oct. 4 | Virtual

The Archdiocese of Seattle is co-sponsoring this weekly video series during the Season of Creation. Learn more about our
earth, its suffering in today’s climate and how we can become better stewards of it. Sign up to get new weekly episodes in
your inbox. Subscribe | Watch Episode 1.

Parish News

Men’s Bible Study & Faith Sharing Group

Begins Thursday, 9/11

All men of Whatcom Catholic Churches are invited to join our Catholic Men’s Bible Study group, every Thursday, at 6:30 PM at
St. Joseph, Ferndale, in the Disciple’s Den.

This weekly gathering is a space for men to grow in faith, deepen their relationship with Christ, and support one another
through Scripture, prayer, and open discussion. No prior Bible study experience is necessary—just come with a desire to grow
and connect. Contact David for more information: 360-594-9426.

Anniversary of the Dedication of our Church
On the weekend of October 4-5, we will commemorate the Anniversary of the Dedication of our Church. For this celebration,
the Readings will not be taken from the 27t" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Instead, Fr. Moore has selected them from

The Common of the Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church, as prescribed in the Lectionary.

First Reading Kings 8:22, 27-30

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 84:3, 4, 5, 10, 11 — How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord, mighty God!
Second Reading Corinthians 3:9¢-11, 16-17

Alleluia verse Matthew 7:8 — In my house, says the Lord, everyone who asks will receive;

the one who seeks, find; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
Gospel Luke 19:1-10

If you would like to read about our parish history, go here: Assumption History
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Blessing for the Catechists
This year Catechetical Sunday will fall on September 21, 2025 .

The theme this year is “Always be ready to give an explanation...for a reason for your hope” from First Peter 3:15

The 2025 theme encourages us to be prepared to share the basis of our faith, the Lord, and the hope he provides. In the same
manner Saint Peter encouraged the believers of his time, the Scripture reminds us, the sharing should be done with
gentleness and respect.

We are also reminded by this year’s Catechetical Sunday celebration of the call to missionary discipleship that we all share as
Catholics. We are all called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and to be formed in our Catholic faith. As we Bless our
formal catechists on this Catechetical Sunday, let us all renew our commitment to be missionary disciples!

“Always be ready to give an
explanation...for a reason for
your hope.” (1 Pet 3:15)

‘ . United States ,‘; Catechetical Sunday

Conference of

WV Catholic Bishops . September 21, 2025


https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/celebrating-catechetical-sunday

Family Faith Formation/First Holy Communion Classes

We are excited to announce our Religious Education offerings for the 2025-26 school year!

Wednesday Dinners and Family Faith Formation at Sacred Heart Parish Hall. Classes for Pre-K through 5th Grade (including
First Communion-2nd Grade), Middle and High School Youth Groups, and adult English and Spanish programs included. Dinner
starts at 5:15pm, and class times are from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm. The calendar is available to see when you register at this link:

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5613/responses/new (English),

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5922/responses/new (Spanish).

There are three options for your Second-Grade child's catechesis for First Holy Communion:

e  Wednesday Family Faith Formation and Dinner evenings at Sacred Heart.
e  First Communion Class on Sundays from 10:15 am. 11:15 pm. at Sacred Heart's Parish Hall on the Sunday dates on the
calendar.
e  First Communion Class on Sundays at the Assumption School library from 11:15 am -12:15 pm. The dates are on the
Sundays
designated on the calendar.

First Communion classes for older children in the Sixth - Twelfth Grades will be available at Assumption
on Sundays from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm. Daniel Prenosil will email you with more details after you register.
Please email Kim Walker, Director of Faith Formation, at kim.walker@shbham.org if you have any questions.

Youth Confirmation Information Meeting

Students in grades 7—12 wishing to be confirmed, along with a parent, must attend one of the following meetings:

e  August 24 — 2:15 pm, Stafford Room at Assumption

e September 17 — 7:15 pm, Sacred Heart Hall (following the first Family Faith Formation meeting)
A one-on-one meeting with Daniel is also required; details will be given at the info meeting.
Questions? Email daniel@assumption.org.

School News

Harvest Fest Next Weekend

All are invited to come and enjoy a wonderful evening hosted by the Assumption PTC group. There will be BBQ food, games,
face painting and the DUNK TANK is back!

See the flyer attached or you can purchase tickets at the door. Presale tickets will help with our planning so they will be
available in the gathering space this weekend.

Drop off the order form with the church or school office. Questions: 360-733-6133
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Upcoming

Friday, September 12

e 7:45 am — Benediction

e 8:15 am — Mass (Ngansi Nadia, Sl)

e  6:30 pm — Spanish Confirmation Class for adults
(Stafford)

Saturday, September 13

e 6:30 am — Leaven Group (Stafford)

8:00 am — Church Cleaning

3:00 pm — Confession (Church)

3:30 pm — Rosary Prayer Group (Stafford)
5:00 pm — Mass (+Dottie Shafer)
7:00 pm — Adoracion Nocturna (Church)

Sunday, September 14

e 8:00 am — Mass (Angelo & Johanna Gacad-Sioson,

Sl)

9:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)

e 10:00 am — Mass (+Michael Harp)
11:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)
1:00 pm — Misa (Pro Populo)

Monday, September 15

e 2:00 pm — Charismatic Prayer Group (Stafford
room)

Tuesday, September 16

e 5:30 pm — Mass (+Macedonio & Eustolia
Mendoza)
e  6:45 pm — OCIA Adult English Class (Library)

In Case you Missed it

Wednesday, September 17

e  6:00 pm- Assumption Choir Rehearsal (Church)
e 7:30 pm — Confirmation Information Meeting
(Sacred Heart)

Thursday, September 18

e 8:15 am— Mass (+Amy Fletcher)

e 9:00 am — Exposition

e 7:00 pm—Women’s Connect Bible Study Group
(Library)

Friday, September 19

e 7:45 am — Benediction

e 8:15 am— Mass (Nyls Storlund, Sl)

e 6:30 pm —Spanish Confirmation Class for adults
(Stafford)

Saturday, September 20

e 6:30 am — Leaven Group (Stafford)

e 8:00 am — Church Cleaning

3:00 pm — Confession (Church)

3:30 pm — Rosary Prayer Group (Stafford)

5:00 pm — Mass (Rose Marie Norton-Nader, Sl)

Sunday, September 21

8:00 am — Mass (Annie A Rivera and children, Sl)
9:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)

10:00 am — Mass (Kevin Clarkson, SI)

e 11:15 am - Coffee Hour (Gym)

1:00 pm — Misa (Pro Populo)

Join the Choir!

Love to sing? Looking for a joyful community to share your voice and faith? The Assumption Choir is now welcoming new

members! Whether you're an experienced singer or simply love music and want to be part of something uplifting while

expanding your music and vocal skills, we’d love to have you in the choir! If you feel called to serve the Lord and our parish

through the music ministry, please email Dr. Mabalot, Director of Music and Liturgy, at drmabalot@assumption.org to join.
Rehearsals are held on Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. or 8:00 p.m., and the choir sings at the 10:00 a.m. Mass.
Come add your voice, make new friends, and help us fill our church with beautiful music!
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IN THE GOSPEL

Participant’s Guide
EWhat are our gifts?”

Process reminders

We are working together to re-envision our parish family and understand
how we want to be one community moving forward. So, your voice is
important. Thank you for participating.

This confidential listening session is a "safe place” where people should
feel free to share openly. Please be sure to maintain confidentiality.
During this listening session, each person shares in turn. There is no
back-and-forth, no responding, no agreement or disagreement. We
simply listen without responding.

The facilitator will keep time as needed.

At the end of the round, each person will share what they heard.
Evenif someone “says what youwere going to say,” go ahead and share
from your own perspective.

There will be time for free conversation at the end of the small group
session.

Round One

How have your experiences in our parish (and your experience of the
parish’s gifts and charisms) brought you closer to God? What has been
spiritual impact of your participation with our parish?

Round Two

If you had to describe the main gifts and charisms of our parish to a
newcomer in one sentence, what would you say? What is your favorite
part about being a parishioner? What stands out to you as something to
be proud of?

E3D: Gifts Listening Session Participant Guide | 1
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IN THE GOSPEL

ALL WHATCOM CATHOLIC CHURCHES LISTENING SESSION DATES

WHAT ARE OUR GIFTS?
LOCATION DATE
Assumption Church Bellingham October 12 after 10:00 am Mass (Sunday)

October 18t after 5:00 pm Mass (Saturday)
October 19* after 8:00 am Mass (Sunday)
October 159 after 1:00 pm Mass Spanish (Sunday)
October 21st after 5:30 pm Mass [Tuesday)

St Joachim October 15 after 8:30 am Mass (Sunday)

St Joseph Ferndale October 5* after 10:30 am Mass (Sunday)
October 12 after 10:30 am Mass (Sunday)

5t Anne October 2™ after 5:00 am Mass (Thursday)
October 4* after 5:00 pm Mass (Saturday)

5t Peters October 19* after 8:30 am Mass (Sunday)

5t Joseph Lynden English October 11% after 5:00 pm Mass [Saturday)
October 12 after 11:00 am Mass (Sunday)

St Joseph Lynden Spanish October 25t after 7:00pm Mass (Saturday)

Sacred Heart October 5% after 11:00 am Mass (Sunday)
October 26 after 11:00 am Mass (Sunday). Thase are
tentative pending final approval by Sacred Heart PFAC



