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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 

-Matthew 28:19-20 

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in Whatcom County, 

including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.  

For Assumption Staff Information, visit: https://assumption.org/staff-info.html  

Pastor’s Note 
Tragedy in Minneapolis 

I began the day on Wednesday energized and excited because students were finally back at Assumption Catholic School. 

I love our school! I love it because it is a highly effective means for preaching the Gospel to and strengthening the 

faith of Catholic and non-Catholic children alike. I love it because it is a unifying point of Catholic community in Whatcom 

County. I love it because it is full of lovely students and lovely families and lovely faculty and staff. 

So, you can imagine how horrified I was, along with every other Catholic school Pastor, Principal, teacher, parent, student, 

supporter, and person of goodwill, at the school shooting at Annunciation Catholic School in Minneapolis. School shootings 

are terrible events in every case, so the context of this one does not make it worse. But it does hit so much closer to home 

when it happens in a Catholic school, an environment that so many of us live and breathe every day. We do not yet have 

verified information about the motive of this shooting, but I know many of us are also worried that this could be specifically 

targeted at Catholics, possibly for the things that we believe or the principles we stand for, and I know that also deepens the 

worry. 

On the practical side of things, I want to reassure everyone that our school and our parishes take safety very seriously. We 

have been working hard to guarantee that each of our churches has a functional safety ministry for our weekend Masses, and 

a few of the Assumption safety ministers come to the school Mass regularly. In addition, (Former) Sheriff Bill Elfo joined our 

School Commission last year, partially to advise us on safety issues related to the school. And this is on top of normal school 

safety policies, like keeping the gates to the campus and doors to the school locked during the day and keeping the church 

doors locked after school Mass begins. (The Minneapolis shooter was outside of the building, so some of these methods 

would not have helped – but Assumption is a tank of a church and what happened in Minneapolis could not physically happen 

in our building.) 

On the spiritual side of things, I would encourage all of us to avoid politicizing this tragedy. There is always the temptation to 

make this primarily about gun control or mental health care or whatever political movement the shooter identified with. The 

fact of the matter is that we live in a world of evil, both moral and physical, and it is impossible to legislate evil away or 

remove it by any means except Jesus. Our job is to pray for the families and community affected, that they would know the 

presence and love of Jesus in this tragedy. To pray for all Catholic schools, that they would trust in Jesus’ love and presence. 

And then to love our own families and Catholic community as much as possible every day, because we never know the 

number of our days with them. 

https://www.whatcomcatholic.org/
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The Lord did not promise to protect us from suffering. But he did promise that he would always, always be with us when we 

suffer. 

New Online Schedule 

We have now changed our online Mass schedule from the PDF we had been using last year to a system that is integrated into 

our website. You can find it at https://www.whatcomcatholic.org/mass. There are also pages for each church and that sort by 

priest. 

Why a change? The main reason is that our old system required Liliana Marshall, our priest scheduler, to update too many 

documents, causing things to fall through the cracks. Under the previous system, she had to add/subtract Masses from the 

PDF document and from each priest’s individual Outlook calendar. Under the new system, she can update one program, and it 

automatically shows up in our Outlook calendars and on the website. 

.ics Feeds – The technical explanation is that our internal database and calendaring program (ParishStaq) creates .ics feeds for 

various campus, group, and resource calendars. We created a regional campus and gave each church campus is its own liturgy 

“Group” – hence the church calendars – and priests are assigned to events as “Resources” – hence the individual priest 

calendars. The genius of this setup in ParishStaq is that if we have to change which priest is at which liturgy, we can just 

reassign resources, rather than have to create the event anew in a separate group. 

Website Display – A friend of mine, Fr. Jacob Maurer, pioneered this system for his own parishes using Outlook-based .ics 

feeds. Unfortunately, he uses a WordPress plug-in, which does not work for us because our website is hosted on Squarespace 

(and I am unwilling to move us to WordPress). We need an iFrame or other embeded solution. And those are surprisingly hard 

to find. 

I found two programs that can work for our purposes: EventCalendarApp, which runs $200/month for the number of 

calendars we want, and Open Web Calendar, which is free. I went with the free option. 

Sadly, you do get what you pay for, and there are some display issues with Open Web Calendar. If a screen is too narrow, for 

example, it struggles to wrap text, and a lot of information gets confused or lost. This is especially problematic when we are 

trying to make our website look good on both computer screens and phones. As such, I have been forced to default most 

calendar displays to “Day” view, which looks a little silly. But please click into the “Agenda” view, too, which provides a display 

that works better for many people with larger screens. 

If we have techy types out there who can find a better solution, PLEASE let me know. The requirement is that it can take an 

.ics feed and display it in an iFrame. Beyond that, I’m willing to try anything. 

Individual Feeds – If you would like to subscribe to our different .ics feeds, here are the URLs: 

• Whole County: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/churchwide_calendar.ics?campus_id=167  

• Assumption: 

webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7885&tk=bf3a0d4b254692b2691f4e581690524b  

• Sacred Heart: 

webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7886&tk=c23b547253a58fa61615f28688c0f992  

• Ferndale: 

webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7881&tk=fef45c55d4f706641c3b17ac55917593  

• Blaine: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7882&tk=7eaaa3a644334b530cd9243e590c88c1  

• Lummi: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7880&tk=9533f21c8eab21d5d6cb58eb555e5652  

https://www.whatcomcatholic.org/mass
https://pushpay.com/product/parishstaq/
https://fathermaurer.com/liturgycalendars/
https://eventcalendarapp.com/
https://open-web-calendar.hosted.quelltext.eu/#configure-about
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/churchwide_calendar.ics?campus_id=167
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7885&tk=bf3a0d4b254692b2691f4e581690524b
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7886&tk=c23b547253a58fa61615f28688c0f992
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7881&tk=fef45c55d4f706641c3b17ac55917593
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7882&tk=7eaaa3a644334b530cd9243e590c88c1
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7880&tk=9533f21c8eab21d5d6cb58eb555e5652


 

 

• Lynden: 

webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7884&tk=d0ad1512f1a4a5998b7b84d5ae0e6260  

• Deming: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7883&tk=dfa73c308f4aa0184fd96452a54bd099  

• Fr. Moore: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1728  

• Fr. Tyler: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1731  

• Fr. Stephan: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1729  

• Fr. Gerardo: webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1730  

May the Lord bless you always, 

 

 

Archdiocesan News 

Reflecting Christ’s Radical Love 

To celebrate 175 years and look ahead, the Archdiocese of Seattle brand has been refreshed to reflect our timeless Catholic 

mission with renewed clarity and energy. This is embodied in our positioning statement — Reflecting Christ’s Radical Love — 

and manifested in our values, personality and how we show up visually. Please update your parish website with new logo 

buttons. Learn more | Northwest Catholic article | Branding resources | Watch video 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Sept. 8-22 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development addresses the root causes of poverty in America through promotion and 

support of community-controlled, self-help organizations and transformative education.  

Donate | Promotional assets 

Jubilee Year 2025 

Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the Jubilee Year, find 
more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events and more by visiting Jubilee 
Year 2025 - Archdiocese of Seattle.  
 

Parish News 

The New Mass Schedule Officially 
This will go into effect the weekend of September 06/07/2025, for more information click the link below so you can see all the 

Masses time at Whatcom County here. 

webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7884&tk=d0ad1512f1a4a5998b7b84d5ae0e6260
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/group_calendar.ics?id=7883&tk=dfa73c308f4aa0184fd96452a54bd099
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1728
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1731
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1729
webcal://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/resource_calendar.ics?id=1730
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=4fdd960ec9&e=074eb0cbf5
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=4c32b5a342&e=074eb0cbf5
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=80fd5a1808&e=074eb0cbf5
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=7b2725c73d&e=074eb0cbf5
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=3d8f5538a6&e=074eb0cbf5
https://archseattle.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43fc28da81c0c27a6b0cd8944&id=51555f99f0&e=074eb0cbf5
https://archseattle.org/the-catholic-faith/jubilee2025/
https://archseattle.org/the-catholic-faith/jubilee2025/
https://www.whatcomcatholic.org/updates/2025/8/14/decision-84-final-sunday-mass-schedule


 

 

Divine Mercy Chaplet (every 1st Friday of the month) 
Let us unite in faith before the Lord and pray the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy this Friday, from 5:30 to 6:30 pm at Assumption 

Church, and every first Friday of each month. Together, we will entrust our intentions and needs to His boundless love, mercy, 

and compassion. 

Family Faith Formation/First Holy Communion Classes 
We are excited to announce our Religious Education offerings for the 2025-26 school year! 

Wednesday Dinners and Family Faith Formation at Sacred Heart Parish Hall. Classes for Pre-K through 5th Grade (including 

First Communion-2nd Grade), Middle and High School Youth Groups, and adult English and Spanish programs included. Dinner 

starts at 5:15pm, and class times are from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm. The calendar is available to see when you register at this link:  

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5613/responses/new (English), 

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5922/responses/new (Spanish). 

There are three options for your Second-Grade child's catechesis for First Holy Communion:  

• Wednesday Family Faith Formation and Dinner evenings at Sacred Heart.  

• First Communion Class on Sundays from 10:15 am. 11:15 pm. at Sacred Heart's Parish Hall on the Sunday dates on the 

calendar. 

• First Communion Class on Sundays at the Assumption School library from 11:15 am -12:15 pm. The dates are on the 

Sundays  

designated on the calendar.  

First Communion classes for older children in the Sixth - Twelfth Grades will be available at Assumption  

on Sundays from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm. Daniel Prenosil will email you with more details after you register. 

Please email Kim Walker, Director of Faith Formation, at kim.walker@shbham.org if you have any questions. 

Youth Confirmation Information Meeting 
Students in grades 7–12 wishing to be confirmed, along with a parent, must attend one of the following meetings: 

• August 24 – 2:15 pm, Stafford Room at Assumption 

• September 17 – 7:15 pm, Sacred Heart Hall (following the first Family Faith Formation meeting) 

A one-on-one meeting with Daniel is also required; details will be given at the info meeting. 

Questions? Email daniel@assumption.org  

Women’s Connect September Event - Share your Faith  
Thursday, September 4 at Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 6.00 - 8.30 pm “SHARE YOUR FAITH.” 

Another evening of sharing in singing, praying, eating and learning. Father Moore is our guest speaker. Join us and make the 

most of our time with him as he teaches us about God’s second great commandment. 

Please reserve your place through the website www.womensconnect.live  You can pay there by Pushpay or $10 at the door on 

the evening. 

Bible Study- Tuesdays Online 
You are welcome! Join us! Beginning Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Afternoon and evening zoom groups: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Study-Gospel of Matthew; NT Wright  

Sign up and information: contact Lynn Ann lab1945@live.com. 

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5613/responses/new
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5922/responses/new
mailto:kim.walker@shbham.org
mailto:daniel@assumption.org
http://www.womensconnect.live/
mailto:lab1945@live.com


 

 

Affiliated Organizations 

Young Catholic Professionals Seattle 
Join us for an evening of mentorship and meaningful conversation! 

Connect in small-group breakout discussions with mentors from diverse industries as we explore what it means to live and 

work as a faithful Catholic. Each mentor will guide table discussions, sharing practical advice and personal insights from their 

own professional journeys. From goal-setting and professional skill-building to staying competitive in your field while living 

your faith, this event will equip you with both inspiration and actionable tools.  

Open to YCP Belong and Belong+ members in their 20s and 30s, single or married, from all industries.  

Here is the link to the registration page: YCP.  

PREPARES of St. Joseph Lynden Annual Baby Shower: 
Calling all women and young ladies from the Whatcom Catholic parish family for our annual baby shower. To honor all new life 

in our own parish family, while providing gifts/donations to support our neighbors in need. Come for food, fun, and fellowship 

as we celebrate life in Whatcom Catholic.  

There will be an opportunity at the end to tour the Give-Away Garage and Basement boutique at St. Joseph’s in Lynden to 

learn more about this ministry and the over 300 families that we serve.  

Details: Sunday, September 7th, 4-6 pm in the Parish Hall at St. Joseph in Lynden 

RSVP: Please RSVP and note the following: 

• New Mom to honor 

• Attending Guest 

Email: pamames@comcast.net or text: 360-510-2334 

Donation Requests: We serve from pregnancy to age 5—all gifts brought should be brought unwrapped to go to those in 

need. Ideas include diapers, kids’ clothing, kids’ underwear, shoes, socks, hooded baby towels, crib sheets, and kids’ crafts. 

Hope House Needs  
Hope House is gearing up for winter and we need a few key items to help keep us well stocked. Here are some of the things 

we need most... 

• Blankets and bedding (good condition/no 

rips or stains) 

• Towels/towel sets 

• Diapers size 4, 5, and 6 

• Pull ups sizes 2T/3T/4T/5T 

• Baby Wipes 

• Protein 

• for homeless snack bags (tuna/crackers, beef jerky, Viena sausages) 

 

Thank you for supporting us and the work we are doing for the community! 

  

https://ycp.glueup.com/event/executive-panel-discussion-mentorship-workshop-149418/?pk_campaign=widget-event-list
mailto:pamames@comcast.net


 

 

Upcoming  
Friday, August 29 

• 7:45 am – Benediction  

• 8:15 am – Mass (+Aimeline V. Edurese) 

Saturday, August 30 

• 6:30 am – Leaven Group (Stafford) 

• 8:00 am – Church Cleaning  

• 12:30 pm – Rosary Prayer Group (Stafford) 

• 3:00 pm – Confession (Church) 

• 5:00 pm – Mass (Esmeralda Silva, SI) 

Sunday, August 31 

• 8:00 am – Mass (+Lewis Leech) 

• 9:15 am – Coffee Hour (Gym) 

• 10:00 am – Mass (+Camerina Anaya de Quirogo) 

• 11:15 am – Coffee Hour (Gym) 

• 12:30 pm – Misa (Pro Populo) 

Monday, September 1 

• 2:00 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group (Stafford 

room) 

Tuesday, September 2  

• 5:30 pm – Mass (+Pat La Rocca) 

Thursday, September 4 

• 8:15 am – Mass (Grace Hamanda, SI)  

• 9:00 am – Exposition 

• 7:00 pm – Women’s Connect Bible Study Group 

(Library) 

Friday, September 5 

• 7:45 am – Benediction  

• 8:15 am – Mass (+Kristin Carlson) 

• 4:00 pm – first Friday Confession (Ferndale) 

• 5:30 pm – Divine Mercy Chaplet 

• 6:30 pm – Confirmation Class Spanish for Adult   

(Stafford Room) 

Saturday, September 6 

• 6:30 am – Leaven Group (Stafford) 

• 8:00 am – Church Cleaning  

• 9:00 am – Infant Baptism English (Library) 

• 1:00 pm – Jose & Amalia Santana wedding and 

15era (Church) 

• 3:00 pm – Confession (Church) 

• 5:00 pm – Mass (+Peter Firos) 

• 6:30 pm – Vietnamese First Saturday Prayer 

(Church) 

Sunday, September 7 

• 8:00 am – Mass (Pro Populo) 

• 9:15 am – Coffee Hour (Gym) 

• 10:00 am – Mass (+Myra Milnes) 

• 11:15 am – Coffee Hour (Gym) 

• 1:00 pm – Misa (+Charlie Singer) 

 

  



 

 

In Case You Missed It 
Catholicism 101: Foundations in Faith 

The OCIA, or Catholicism 101, is beginning September 2nd. All classes take place in the Assumption School Library (entrance 
through the parking lot) following the 5:30 pm Mass.   
Catholicism 101 is for those seeking: 
 

• Inquiry into the truths of Catholic teaching 

• Baptism and /or Sacraments of Initiation 

• Sacrament of Confirmation for adult Catholics 

• Deepening of understanding for cradle Catholics 

 

Please contact Kim Walker, Director of Faith Formation, at Kim.walker@shbham.org to register or for any questions. Or come 

visit the class, and our Team will be happy to help you! 

Join the Choir! 

Love to sing? Looking for a joyful community to share your voice and faith? The Assumption Choir is now welcoming new 

members! Whether you’re an experienced singer or simply love music and want to be part of something uplifting while 

expanding your music and vocal skills, we’d love to have you in the choir! If you feel called to serve the Lord and our parish 

through music ministry, please email Dr. Mabalot at drmabalot@assumption.org to join. Rehearsals are held on Wednesdays 

from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. or 8:00 p.m., and the choir sings at the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Come add your voice, make new friends, 

and help us fill our church with beautiful music! 

Liturgical Linens Ministry Needs You 

We are looking for a few more volunteers to help with washing our liturgical linens. If you feel called to help with this ministry, 

please email drmabalot@assumption.org 

Daughters of Charity 
Is God Calling You to be a Sister? Join the Daughters of Charity “Come & See” Fall Religious Vocation Discernment Retreat, 

October 3-5, 2025, in Los Altos Hills, Ca. Stay with us! Pray with us and explore God’s dream for YOU. For More Information: 

Discernment Opportunities - Daughters of Charity. For Single Catholic Women Ages 18-40. 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace 
The Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace offer a variety of retreats. Come and explore our full list of upcoming programs, including 

both our core offerings and special events. Whether you’re looking for a quiet retreat, a thought-provoking discussion, or a 

regular gathering, you’ll find a variety of opportunities to nourish your spirit. Click on the program name for details and 

registration Peace & Spirituality Center. 

mailto:Kim.walker@shbham.org
mailto:drmabalot@assumption.org
mailto:drmabalot@assumption.org
https://daughters-of-charity.com/retreats/
https://peaceandspirituality.csjp.org/upcoming#/events


 

 

 

 

 


