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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in Whatcom County,
including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.

For Assumption Staff Information, visit: https://assumption.org/staff-info.html

Pastor’s Note

Workshops Galore

My favorite weeks are those without any special events, when | can visit all four of our offices on a normal schedule and spend
the majority of my day working on the many administrative tasks that weigh on me. That, however, has not been the story of
August. These are all worthwhile endeavors, of course, they just make my weeks feel a little more frenetic.

Last week, Mr. Ramos (our new school Principal) and | spent a day together at the retreat center in Federal Way. The
Archdiocese is piloting a new requirement that all new Pastor/Principal combinations (either because the Pastor OR the
Principal is new to the combo) spend a day together, talking about how they want to work together and getting any big issues
or disconnects out of the way. Mr. Ramos and | have been doing a lot of meeting during July, so we were already most of the
way down that road, but | still found the day helpful. And | find it very helpful to see how attentive the Archdiocesan Office of
Catholic Schools is being to the Pastor/Principal relationship. They have seen how key that relationship is to the success (or
dumpster fire) of a school, and they are taking concrete actions to put these on solid footings.

This week on Wednesday, | (and about 7 other people from Whatcom County) spent the day at “Advocate Refresher” training.
When someone gets divorced, the Church will do an investigation to determine whether there was something wrong at the
moment of the vows which would have invalidated the marriage and caused it never to have come into effect (e.g. one of the
people getting married never actually believed that fidelity was an important aspect of marriage). This is commonly referred
to as an “annulment”. Well, an annulment is a legal procedure involving the Archdiocesan court (called the “Tribunal”) and
you need lawyers to march these procedures through court. The Archdiocese trains law “Advocates” to serve as some of these
lawyers, helping local parishioners prepare their evidence and cases and then present them to the Tribunal. (This is a Church
court, though, so we also try to pastorally minister to people during the entire procedure.) This is a complicated enough job
that all Advocates are required to go through a refresher training every 3rd year. Though priests are not required to go
through Advocate training, | find it helpful and try to stay up-to-date. Thank you to all of our Whatcom County Advocates for
all of your work for our parishioners!


https://www.whatcomcatholic.org/
https://assumption.org/staff-info.html

And finally, on Thursday, | attended a clergy lunch hosted by the Interfaith Coalition. Interfaith Coalition is a collaborative
effort of many churches and faith communities in Whatcom County, looking to take on common projects. Most recently, you
might remember that they ran temporary housing for homeless families with children. Before that, they started up Unity Care
Northwest. Right now, Interfaith has spun off most of its direct ministries, so it is reinvesting in the local clergy to see where
our relationships and conversations direct us, and hopefully that will result in a new ministry inspired by the Holy Spirit. | have
very few opportunities to interact with non-Catholic clergy, so | am glad | went. We were also given a presentation on

the Potluck Project, the latest initiative of the organization that was started by Fr. Bill Treacy of this Archdiocese.

Again, all of these were important and worthwhile workshops, and | am going to keep making time for them. | just wish 1 had 9

days in a week, so | could attend them and do all my admin. I’'m sure none of you can relate.

May the Lord bless you always,

Archdiocesan News

Bishops and Cardinals of Japan, U.S. and Korea Release a Joint Statement
on the 80™ Commemoration of the Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombings and the end of World War II, we, the undersigned
representatives of atomic bomb survivor organizations, cardinals, archbishops, and bishops of the Catholic Church in the
United States, South Korea, and Japan, have gathered in Hiroshima to remember the victims of World War Il, to honor the
memory of those who endured unimaginable suffering caused by the atomic bombings, including those from the Korean
Peninsula and other regions of Asia, and to pray that such a tragedy will never be repeated. We are pleased that the
longstanding efforts of the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Nihon Hidankyo) have been
prominently recognized with last year’s Nobel Peace Prize. We pray that the earnest wishes of the aging atomic bomb
survivors for world peace and the elimination of nuclear weapons reach and move people around the world.

Recently, concerns have been raised that signatories to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) are not fulfilling their
obligation under Article 6 to negotiate in good faith for nuclear disarmament. Additionally, militarized alliances, particularly
with nuclear weapon states, are increasingly viewed as crucial for national protection. We, who are committed to carrying on
the dedication of atomic bomb survivors, recognize that the destructive power of nuclear weapons threatens the survival of
humanity. We strongly press on the urgent need for the international community to build nonviolence, anchored in dialogue
and cooperation, as the foundation of our zealous pursuit of peace and solidarity.

On the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombings and the end of World War Il, we strongly condemn all wars and conflicts, the
use and possession of nuclear weapons, and the threat to use nuclear weapons. We refuse to accept persistent justifications
for atomic bombings as a means of ending war. Alongside other civil society and religious organizations, we will continue to
protest the inhumanity of nuclear weapons and insist on the common good of protecting the earth and all life on it. We
advocate for the ratification and expansion of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). We also commit to
cooperating with efforts called for in Articles 6 and 7 of the TPNW to support victims of nuclear weapons and to restore
environments affected by nuclear weapons...

Continue reading the full statement: English | Spanish Read the full statement here



https://pathstounderstanding.org/get-involved/potluck/
https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Joint-statement-August-5-2025.pdf
https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Joint-statement-August-5-2025_Spanish.pdf
https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Joint-statement-August-5-2025.pdf

Parish News

Partners in the Gospel: Invitation to Engage Becoming One Canonical
Parish in Whatcom County

As we enter the next phase of our journey together in Whatcom County, we invite you to actively participate in the Partners in
the Gospel process. Through recent town hall meetings at each location, important decisions have been made regarding
Sunday Mass times. These decisions will be communicated to you very soon.

Our collective focus now turns toward a vital step: preparing for upcoming listening sessions that will begin in October. These
sessions will center on the question, “Who are We?” This is an essential opportunity for us, as a faith community, to reflect
deeply on our identity, our values, and our hopes for the future. Your voice matters in shaping the foundation of who we
are—and who we are called to become—as we move toward becoming One Canonical Parish.

e Stay informed: Watch for published updates about new Sunday Mass times.
e Get involved: Plan to attend a listening session at your location or in another location if that would be better for your
schedule.
e Share your story: Your perspective will help define the elements that make our parish unique.
Let us discern together, guided by the Holy Spirit, as we continue the work of building a unified parish family rooted in faith
and love. Thank you for your prayer, your engagement, and your commitment to our shared mission. If you would like to
contact me, you can reach me at: glpl648@gmail.com.

Adoration / Exposition

On August 14th, the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place at 9:00 a.m. There will be no morning Mass. The
exposition will pause at 6:00 pm. to proceed with the 7:00 pm. Mass in Spanish. The priest will re-expose the Blessed
Sacrament after Mass and will continues as usual.

Viethamese Mass
Our Quarterly Vietnamese Mass will be on Sunday, August 17th, at 3:30 pm. We look forward to celebrating with you!

Whatcom Masses

Vigil-Thursday August 14, 2025

5:00 pm St Joachim, Lummi
5:30 pm Sacred Heart, Bellingham
7:00 pm Assumption, Bellingham (Spanish)

Thursday August 14, 2025, there will be no 9:00 am Mass at St Annes

Friday August 14, 2025

7:15am Sacred Heart, Bellingham 5:00 pm Assumption, Bellingham
8:00 am St Joseph, Ferndale 5:00 pm St Joseph, Lynden

9:00 am St Joseph, Lynden 6:00 pm St Peter, Deming

12:30 pm Assumption, Bellingham 6:00 pm Sacred Heart, Bellingham

12:30 pm St Anne, Blaine 7:00 pm St Joseph, Lyden (Spanish


mailto:glp1648@gmail.com

Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social

Come early and join us for a Multi-lingual Rosary in the church on Saturday, August 16, at 4:15 PM, before the 5 PM Mass,
honoring Our Lady of the Assumption. After the 5 PM Mass, we invite you to our Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social in the Gym,
where you can connect with the rest of our Whatcom Catholic Families.

Affiliated Organizations

Women’s Connect September Event - Share Your Faith

Thursday, September 4 at Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 6.00 - 8.30 pm “SHARE YOUR FAITH.” another evening of sharing in singing,
praying, eating and learning. Fr. Moore is our guest speaker. Join us and make the most of our time with him as he teaches us
about God’s second great commandment. Please reserve your place through the website www.womensconnect.live. You can
pay there by Pushpay or $10 at the door on the evening.

Upcoming
Friday, August 08 Thursday, August 14
e  7:45 am — Benediction e 8:15am — Mass (Cancelled)
e 8:15 am — Mass (Zack & Aline, SI) e 7:00 pm — Mass Solemnity of the Assumption
e  7:00 pm — Spanish Ministry (St. Joseph, Ferndale) (Spanish)
Saturday, August 09 e 7:00 pm—Women’s Connect Bible stary Group
(Library)
e 6:30 am - Leaven Group (Stafford) e  8:30 pm — Exposition

8:00 am — Church Cleaning

Friday, August 15
3:00 pm — Confession (Church) v, Aug

e 3:30 pm — Rosary Prayer Group (Stafford) e 7:45 am - Benediction
e 5:00 pm — Mass (+John Sternhagen) e 8:15 am — Mass (Cancelled)
e  7:30 pm — Adoracion Nocturna (Church) e 12:30 pm — Feast of the Assumption Mass

Sunday, August 10 e 5:00 pm— Feast of the Assumption Mass

. Saturday, August 16
e 8:00 am — Mass (+Maria Lopez)

9:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym) e 6:30 am — Leaven Group (Stafford)

10:00 am — Mass (Peter Fong) e 8:00 am — Church Cleaning

e 11:15 am - Coffee Hour 3:00 pm — Confession (Church)

e 12:30 pm — Misa (Pro Populo) 3:30 pm — Rosary Prayer Group (Stafford)

4:15 pm — Multilingual Rosary (Church)

Monday, August 11
5:00 pm — Mass (Rowell V. Gacad, Sl)

e  2:00 pm — Charismatic Prayer Group sundav. A t17
unday, Augus

Tuesday, August 12

8:00 am — Mass (Pro Populo)

9:15 am — Coffee Hour (Gym)

e 10:00 am — Mass (+Dr. Gabriel Cheung)
11:15 am — Coffee Hour

12:30 pm — Misa (+Dario Sotelo)

3:30 pm — Vietnamese Mass

e 5:30 pm — Mass (+Mary Anne Norton)


http://www.womensconnect.live/

In Case You Missed It

Whatcom Catholic Businesses Directory

A new initiative has launched the Whatcom Catholic Businesses directory. This community faith-based directory will promote
and support all businesses managed or owned within our Whatcom Catholic community. Whether you are a small business
owner, professional provider, freelancer, tradesperson, or run a home-based service - we want to feature you!

Why Join?
Gain visibility within the Catholic community. Support fellow parishioners. Build stronger faith-based connections. It is FREE to
be listed.

e Requirements:
You must be a registered parishioner with the parish.
e You must submit a copy of your City/State Business License.

The form for submission can be found on the website: whatcomcatholicbusinesses.com There you can also upload your

photo, logo, and business license. Let’s grow together in faith and fellowship - spiritually and professionally!


https://whatcomcatholicbusinesses.com/
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Follow the link for more information
VikingCatholic.org/spirit-of newman

od Ticket sales open September Sth




