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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 

-Matthew 28:19-20 

Pastor’s Note 
Week of August 26 

I received some feedback recently that made me consider the content of my Pastor’s Notes. Since I only see each Mass once-

a-month, this note is the primary place where most of our parishioners hear from their Pastor. And these notes focus almost 

exclusively on the business of the parish, on rules and changes and the like, and very rarely on Jesus or prayer or Christian 

living. Having thought about it, I am going to continue in this way, because changes and policies do need to be communicated, 

but if you would like to hear from me on more transcendental things, please remember that I podcast my homilies at 

https://moorejesus.podbean.com/. Now, on to the business! 

Wireless Systems 

The first and last time I ever rented an apartment (summer of 2009), I remember very distinctly a choice that I made. I had just 

walked in, and the place was completely empty. I needed to think through bedding, food, kitchen supplies, utilities, the whole 

shebang. The choice was what to prioritize first and, as a computer engineering major, there was no question: internet first, 

everything else later. To the point that as it was getting dark outside, I was sitting on the wood floor of an empty living room, 

stomach growling, thinking “Huh, I wonder what I am going to do for dinner? But I am so close to getting my e-mails!” 

Which is a long introduction to the fact that we are starting to spend significant time trying to figure out how to update the 

WiFi systems in the Ferndale buildings (all four) and the Assumption office. (Lynden and Sacred Heart seem fine). In Ferndale, 

the issue is two-fold: (1) the network connection between the office and classrooms is weak, due to the wireless bridge being 

mounted in the attics of the buildings, rather than outdoors in line-of-sight and (2) each building only really has one access 

point. At Assumption, the issue is that we are trying to upgrade wiring in a 100+ year-old building, and the fact that we have to 

run cables to four different stories makes things particularly expensive. 

In both cases, we could definitely use a recommendation for a low-voltage electrician or someone who can professionally run 

cables. Electrical is a specialized service, so we understand that their hourly rates are very high. But it is hard for us to justify 

paying the super-high electrician’s rate (which seems appropriate for voltage that can kill you), just to run ethernet cables 

(which are far less dangerous). 

Staffing 

Another chunk of my time is currently being occupied by continuing the plan for our staff reorganization. We now have two 

regional employees (Regional Director of Facilities – Bert Bertschinger, Regional Director of Finance – Elizabeth Ames) and are 

in negotiations with two more (Regional Director of HR and Executive Assistant for Clergy). After that, I have one final regional 

employee I would like to hire – a Regional Director of Operations – and then I need to redo all the job descriptions for local 

employees to reflect the fact that so much will now be done regionally. With the exception of Bert, all of these changes are 

merely internal adjustments of current employees. I promise I will provide a very long, detailed, and chart-filled post on 

whatcomcatholic.org when things are more certain. 

https://moorejesus.podbean.com/


 

 

Some of you may be curious why staffing, of all things, has been my highest priority for two months. Some parish families, for 

example, have prioritized socials and gatherings, or even retreats and listening sessions. And Lord knows our poor liturgical 

ministers are at their wits’ end will all of these different priests rotating through. The reason to focus on staff is twofold: (1) I 

know that neither myself, nor even our team of priests, can be present to every need in Whatcom County – the staff ends up 

fielding the great majority of needs and questions. If I can take care of our staff, and get them working well as a unified 

system, then I will be significantly more confident that our people are going to be taken care of even as our priests are 

stretched thin. (2) To use an industrial analogy, if you have to choose between making something by hand, or buying a 

machine that can make something 10 times faster (and also while you sleep), you want to purchase that machine as quickly as 

possible. If I can get the staff in place, well-trained, feeling supported, then they can do 10 times the work on these other 

projects than I could do if I jumped into them now. 

After the staff are in place, my next priority is to get the Partners in the Gospel process going, starting with a series of 

meetings with our Pastoral and Finance Councils. Hopefully we will be in a place to focus on that in October. Once that 

process is going, I think a liturgical manual is in order, for our poor, patient liturgical ministers and priests. 

 

May the Lord bless you always, 

  



 

 

Parish News 

Fr. John Madigan’s 50th Ordination Anniversary  
Fr. Madigan, Assumption pastor from 1981-1990, will celebrate his 50th Ordination Anniversary this Sunday, September 1st at 

the 10:00 a.m. Mass. A reception in his honor will follow in the gym.   

 

A Catholic priest’s 50th ordination anniversary marks a profound milestone in a life dedicated to serving God and the Church. 

It represents five decades of unwavering commitment to the spiritual well-being of parishioners, the celebration of the 

sacraments, and the preaching of the Gospel. This golden jubilee is a testament to the priest’s enduring faith, devotion, and 

pastoral care, reflecting a journey of immense sacrifice, grace, and divine calling. It is a moment of deep gratitude and 

celebration, not only for the priest but for the entire faith community that has been blessed by his ministry. We give praise 

and thanks to God for his years at Assumption and we pray that Jesus, the High Priest, will continue to renew, increase, and 

strengthen in him the graces received at his ordination.  

Be Aware 
Please remember that our priest does not send or respond to text messages. They communicate with parishioners exclusively 

via email. If you received a text message purporting to be from one of our Whatcom County priests, please do not respond. 

Youth Confirmation Info Meeting 
September 11th at 6:30 PM-8:00 pm Sacred Heart Hall 

Join us to learn about this year's Confirmation requirements. Attendance is mandatory for all students who have not already 

attended one of these meetings (7-12 grades) wishing to be confirmed. If you have any questions? Email Daniel at 

daniel@assumption.org. 

School News 

Harvest Festival 2024 
The Assumption Catholic School Harvest Festival will be here soon!  Sept 21st from 5-7:30 pm- with Bingo prior to the festival 

from 3:30-4:30 in the Assumption Gym to benefit the class of 2025 trip to Washington, DC.  Please mark your calendars and 

bring your family and friends! See the flyer in the bulletin for more information! 

Affiliated Organizations 

PREPARES Annual Baby Shower 
WHY:  to welcome New Life in our entire Whatcom Catholic Family of Parishes by celebrating our Expectant and New Mothers 

with some Special Gifts, and to support the PREPARES outreach ministry as the Holidays approach 

WHEN: Sunday September 8, 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

WHERE: St. Joseph Lynden Parish Hall (basement) 205 12th St Lynden, WA 98264. Entrance is off Grover Street & BC Ave, the 

south-west corner of the block. 

WHO: All women and young ladies of our Parish Family are invited to this baby shower style gathering. Please come enjoy 

Food, Fun, Fellowship and prizes with all our new Catholic neighbors! Unwrapped “gifts” for our PREPARES Families will be 

gratefully accepted. In addition to wipes and diapers sized 4-6, small toys and baby wash/ shampoo, we are currently in need 

of boy clothes from newborn through size 8. Cash donations of course are always “in style”! 

Questions? or to RSVP call Pam Ames (360)510-2334 and leave a message 

mailto:daniel@assumption.org


 

 

Retrouvaille 
Are you miserable in your marriage? 

It doesn’t have to be that way! Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has brought healing to tens of thousands of troubled 

marriages worldwide. Your situation may seem hopeless, but there is always hope, and you are not alone in your struggle.  

For confidential information, or to register for our upcoming program on September 20-22, 2024, call 206-706-2608 or go 

to  www.marriagehelpnw.com   

 

In Case You Missed  

Adult Bible Study 
The Gospel of Luke N.T. Wright's for everyone bible study guides via zoom begin Sept. 10, 2024. 

Please contact Lynn Ann at lab1945@live.com to register and arrange for the study book ($9). 

Zoom Leaders: 

1:00 p.m. -- Lynn Ann 

7:00 p.m. -- John & Pat 

Upcoming  
Friday, August 30 

• 8:15 am – Mass (Esmeralda Silva, SI) 

Saturday, August 31 

• 8:00 am – Leaven Men’s Group (Stafford) 

• 1:00 pm – Rosary Makers (Stafford) 

• 3:00 pm – Confessions 

• 5:00 pm – Mass (+Lydia Pereira) 

Sunday, September 1 

• 8:00 am – Mass (+Brittany Bobbink) 

• 9:00 am – Coffee Hour 

• 10:00 am – Mass (Pro Populo) 

• 11:00 am – Coffee Hour 

• 12:30 pm – Misa (+Eugenio Lorca) 

Monday, September 2 

• 2:00 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group (Stafford) 

Tuesday, September 3 

5:30 pm – Mass (+Eugenia Dimangel)  

Wednesday, September 4 

• 7:15 am – Mass (Anne McBride, SI) 

• 8:00 am – 23-hour Exposition 

• 6:00 pm – Communion and Liberation (Office) 

 

 

Thursday, September 5 

• 7:00 am - Benediction 

• 7:15 am – Mass (+Jesse Daniel Powers) 

Friday, September 6 

• 8:15 am – Mass (Mark Hood & Joanne Bonoan, SI) 

• 4:30 pm – First Friday Reconciliation 

• 5:30 pm – Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church) 

Saturday, September 7 

• 8:00 am – Leaven Men’s Group (Stafford) 

• 1:00 pm – Rosary Makers (Stafford) 

• 3:00 pm – Confessions 

• 5:00 pm – Mass (+Peter Khong) 

• 6:30 pm – Vietnamese First Prayer 

Sunday, September 8 

• 8:00 am – Mass (+Ma. Carmela V. Gacad) 

• 9:00 am – Coffee Hour  

• 10:00 am – Mass (+Flordelisa Comerford) 

• 10:30 am – OCIA/C meeting 

• 11:00 am – Coffee Hour 

• 12:30 pm – Misa (Pro Populo) 

 

http://www.marriagehelpnw.com/
mailto:lab1945@live.com

